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THE HISTORY OF NOURJAHAD. 


CHEMZEDDIN was in his two and twentieth year 
when he mounted the throne of Perſia. His great 
wiſdom and extraordinary endowments rendered him the 
delight ot his people, and filled them with expectations 
of a glorious and happy reizn. Amongſt the number of 
perſons who ſtood candidates for the young ſultan's fa- 
vour, in the nzw adminiſtration which was now going to 
take place, none ſeemed fo likely to ſucceed as Nourjahad, 
the fon of Namarand. Tuis young man was about the 
age of Schemzedin, and hai been bred up with him 
om his infancy. To a very engaging perſon was add- 
ed a [weetnels of temper, a livelineſs of tancy, and a cer- 
tain agreeable manner of addreſs that engaged every one's 
allections who approached him. The ſultan loved him, 
and every one looked on Nourjahad as the riſing ſtar of 
the Perſi in court, whom his maſter's partial tondneſs 
would elevate to the higheſt pinnacle of honour, Schem- 
zeddin, indeed, was deſirous of promoting his favourite: 
yet, notwithilanding his attachment to him, he was not 
blind to his faults ; but they appcared to him only ſuch 
as are aloft inteparable trom youth and inexperience; 
an he made no doubt but that Nourjarad, when time 
had a little more ſubdued his youthful paſlions, and ma- 


twred his judgment, would! be able to fill the place of hs / 


firſt miniſter, with abitities equal to any ot his prede- 
celſors. He would not, however, even in his own pri- 
vate thoughts, rejolve on to important a ſtep, without 
firſt conſulting with ſome old lords of his court, who had 
been the conſtant friends and countcllors of the late ſultan 
his father. Accordingly, having called them into his 
cloſet one day, he prop ed the matter to them, and de- 
fired their opinion. But, before they delivered it, he 
could eafily diſcover, by the countenances of theſe grave 
and prudent men, that they ditapproved his choice. 
What have you to object to Nourjahad ?* ſaid the ſul- 
tan, finding that they all continued tilent, looking at each 
other. His youth, replied the eldeſt of the counſellors, 
* That objection, aniwered Schemzeddin, will grow 
lighter every day.'—* His avarice, cried the ſecond, 
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4 HISTORY OF NOURJAHAD, 
© Thou art not juſt, ſaid the ſultan, in charging him 
with that; he has no ſupport but from my bounty, nor 
did he ever yet take advantage of that intereſt which he 
knows he has in me, to deſire an increaſe of it.“ What 
T have charged him with is in his nature, notwithſtand- 
ing,” replied the old lord. What haſt thou to urge!“ 
cried the ſultan to his third adviſer. * His love of plca- 
ſure, anſwered he.“ That,” cried Schemzeddin, is as 

roundleſs an accutation as the other; I have known him 
from his childhood, and think few men of his years are 
ſo temperate.”—* Yet would he indulge to excels, if it 
were in his power, replied the old man. The ſultan now 
addreſſed the fourth—* What fault haſt thou to object to 
him?” cried he. His irreligion,” anſwered the ſage, 
© Thou art even more ſevere, replied the ſultan, than the 
reſt of #hy brethren, and I believe Nourjahad as good a 
Muſſelman as thyſeift.” He diſmiſſed them coldly from 
his cloſet; and the four counſellors ſaw how impolitic x 
thing it was to oppoſe the will of their ſovereign. 

J hough Schemzeddin ſeemed diſpleaſed with the re- 
monſtrances of the old men, they nevertheleſs had ſome 
weight with him. It is the intereſt of Nourjahad, ſaid 
he, to conceal his faults from me; the age and experience 
of theſe men doubtleſs has furniſhed them with more ſa- 
gacity than my youth can boaſt of ; and he may be in re- 
ality what they have repreſented him.“ This thought 
diſquieted the ſultan, for he loved Nourjahad as his bro- 
ther. Yet who knows, cried he, © but it may beenvy 
in theſe old men? they may be provoked at having a youth 
raiſed to that honour to which each of them perhaps in 
his own heart aſpires. We can ſometimes form a better 
judgment of a man's real diſpoſition, from an unguarded 
fally of his own lips, than from a cloſe obſervation ct 
years, where the perſon, conſcious of being obſerved, is 
watchful znd cautious of every look and expreſſion that 
falls from him. I will gund Nourjahad when he lealt 
ſuſpects that I have ag ſign, and from his own 
mouth will I judge/Þ 

It was not long, Before the Ran had an opportunity 
of cxecuting his puipok,. Hawgpaſlcd the evening with 
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HISTORY OF NOURIAHAD, 5 
his favourite at x banquet, where they had both indulged 
pretty-ireely, he invite! Nourjahad to a walk by moon- 
light in the gardens of the ſeraglio. Schemzeddin leaned 
on his ſhoulder as they rambled ſrom one d-licious ſcene 
to another; ſcenes rendered ſtill more enchanting by the 
ſilence of the night, the mild luſtre of the moon, now at 
full, and the exhalations which aroſe from a thouſand 
odoriterous ſhrubs. The {pirits of Nourjahad were ex- 
hil:rated by the mirth and feſtivity in winch he had paſſed 
the day. The tultan's favour intoxicated him; his 
thoughts were diſſipated by a variety of agreeable ſenſa- 
tions, and his whole foul, as it were, rapt in a kind of 
pleaſing delirium. Such was the frame of Nourjahad's 
mind, when the ſultan, with an allumed levity, throwing 
himtelf down on a bank of violets, and famitiarly drawing 
his favourite to fit by him, fad“ Tell me, Nourjahad, 
and tell me truly, what would fatis:y thy withes, it thou 
wert certain of poſſoſſing whatſoever thou ſhouldſt deſire?ꝰ 
Nourjahad remaining ſilent for ſome time, the ſultan, ſmil- 
ing, repeated his quettion. My wiſhes,” anſwered the 
favourite, * are io boundleſs, that it is impoſſible tor me 
to tell you directly; but, in two words, I ſhou'd deſire 
to be poſſoſled of incxhautible riches ; and, to enable me 
to enjoy them to the utmoſt, to have my lite prolonged to 
eternity.'—Would{ thou, then, ſaid Schemzedd in, fore- 
go thy hopes of Paradiie ??—* I would,” antwered the fa- 
vourite, make a paradite of this earthly globe while it 
laſted, and take my chance for the other afterwards.“ 

The ſultan, at hearing theſe words, ſtarted up from his 
ſeat, and, knitting his brow—* Be gone, taid he, fternly ; 
thou art no longer worthy of my love or my confidence: 
I thought to have promoted thee to the higheſt honours, 
but ſuch a wretch docs not deſerve to live. Ambition, 
though a vice, is yet the vice of great minds; but ava- 
rice, and an inſatiable thirſt for pleaſure, degrades a man 
below the brutes.* 

Saying this, he turned his back on Nour abad, andwas 


about to leave him; when the tavourite, catching him by 


the robe, and falling on his knees—* Let not ny lord's 
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= HISTORY OF NOURJAHAD.. 

indignation, ſaid he, be kindled againſt his ſlave, for a few 
light words, which fell from him only in tport : I ſwear 
to thee, my prince, by our holy prophet, that what I ſai, 
is far from being the ſentiments of my heart; my defis 
for wealth extends not tarther than to be enabled to pro- 
cure the the ſober enjoyments of life; and, for length of 
years, let not mine be prolonged a day beyond that in 
which I can be ſerviceable to my prince and my country. 

© It is not,” replied the ſultan, witha mildnels chaſten- 
ed with gravity, it is not for mort: l eyes to penetrate into 
the clole receſies of the human heart; thou haſt atteſt 
thy innccer.ce by an oath; it is all that can be requird 
from man to man: but remember thou haſt called our 
great prophet to witneſs; him thou canſt not deceive, 
though me thou mayelt.” 

Schemzeddin left him without waiting for his reply ; 
and Nourjahad, exceedingly mortified that his unguarded 
declaration had ſo much lefiened him in his maſter's c.. 
teem, retired to his own houle, which immediately joined 
the ſultan's palace. a 

He paſſi d the reſt of the night in traverſing his chamber, 
being unable to take any reſt, He dreaded the thoughts 


of loſing the ſultan's favour, on which alone he depended 


for his future advancement; and tormenting himſelt all 
night, with apprehenſions of his diſg: ace, he found him- 
ſelf ſo indiſpoſed in the morning, that he was unable to 
leave his chamber. He ſpent the day in gloomy reflec- 
tions, without tuffering any one to come near him, or Þ 
taking any repaſt: and when night came, wearied with 
—_ thoughts, and want of fleep, he threw himſelt on 
is bed. But his ſlumbers were diſturbed by perplexing 
dreams. What bad been the ſubject of his anxiety when 
awake, ſer ved now to imbitter and diſtract his reſt ; his 
fancy repreſented the ſultan to him as he had laſt ſeen him 
in the garden, his looks ſevere, and his words menacing. 


© Go, wretch!' he thought he heard him cry; © go eek 


thy bread in a remote country; thou haſt nothing to ex- 
pet from me but contempt.” 

Nourjahad awoke in agonies. O Heaven!” cried he 
aloud, that I could now inherit the ſecret wiſh I was fool 
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| HISTORY OF NOURJAHAD. 7 
enough to diſcloſe to thee ; how little ſhould I regard thy 
threats! — And thou ſhalt, O Nourjahad,* replied a voice, 
poſſeſs the utmoſt wiſhes of thy foul !* Nourjahad ſtarted 
up in his bed, and rubbed his eyes, doubting whether he 
was really awake, or whether it was not his troubled ima- 
ginat ion which cheated him with this deluſive promile ; 
when bchola! to his unutterable aſtoniſhment, he ſaw are- 
tulgent light in his chamber, and at his bed's fide ſtood a 


youth of more than mortal beauty. The luſtre of his 


white robes dazzled his eyes; his long and ſhining hair 
was encircled with a wreath of flowers that breathed the 
odours of Paradile, 

Nourjahad gazed at him, but had not power to open 
his mouth,—* Be not afraid, ſaid the divine youth, with 
a voice of ineffable ſweetneſs; I am thy Guardian Ge- 
nius, who have caretully watched over thee from thy in- 
tancy, though never till this hour have I been permitted 
to make mylelf viſible to thee. I was prefent at thy con- 
verſation in the garden with Schemzeddin; I was a wit- 
neſs to thy unguarded declaration, but found thee after- 
wards awed by his frowns to retract what thou hadſt ſaid; 
I ſaw, too, the rigour of the ſultan's looks as he departed 
from thee, and know that they proceeded from his doubt. 
ing thy truth. I, though an immortal ſpirit, am not 
onmilcient; to God only are the ſecrets of the heart fe- 
vealed ; ſpeak, buldly, then, thou highly favoured of our 
prophet, and know'that I have power trom Mahomet to 
grant thy requeſt, be it what it will. Would thou be re- 
ſtored to the favour and confidence of thy maſter, and re- 
ccive from his friendſhip and generoſity the reward of thy 
long attachment to him; or doſt thou really deſire the 
accompliſhment of that extravagant with, which thou 
didit, in the openneſs of thy heart, avow to him laſt night ?* 

Nouijahad, a little recovered from his amazement, and 
encouraged by the condeſcenſion of his celeſtial viſitant, 
bowed his head low in token of adoration. 

© Diſguiſe to thee, O fon of Paradiſe!" replied he, 
© were vain and fruitle(s; it Ldiſſembled to Schemzeddin, 
it was in order to reinſtate myſelt in his good opinion, 
the only means iu my power to ſecure wy future proipefs; 
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8 HISTORY OF NOURJIAHAD. 
from thee I can have no reaſon to conceal my thoughts; 
and fince the care of my happinels is cenſigned to thee, 
my guardian angel, let me poſiels that wiſh, extravagant 
as it may ſcem, which I firſt declare...” 

© Raſh mortal!* replied the ſhining viſon, reflect 
once more, before you receive the fatal hoon ;z for, once 
granted, you will wiſh, perhaps, and wiſh in vain, to 
have it recalled.,*—* What have I to tear,” anſwered Nour. 
Jahad, © pofleſſed of endleſs riches and of immortality ?'— 
© Your own paſhons,* ſaid the heavenly vouth.—“ [will 
ſubmit to al the evils arifing from them," replied Nour- 
Jahad; give me but the power of grati'ying them in their 
full extent. Take thy with then,* cried the genius with 
a look of diſcontent. * The contents of his phial will 
confer immortality on thee, and to-morrow's ſun ſhall 
behold thee richer than all the king's of the Eaſt. Nour- 
jahad ſtretched his hands out eagerly to receive a veſſel of 
gold, enriched with precious ſtones, which the angel took 
from under his mantle. Stop, cried the aerial being, 
© and hear the condition with which thou mult accept the 
wenderous gift I am now about to beltow. Know, then, 
that your exiſtence here ſhallequal the date ot this tubin- 
nary globe; yet, to enjoy life all that while, is not in my 
power to grant, Nourjahad was going to interrupt the 
celc{tial, to deſire him to explain this, when he prevented 
him, by proceeding thus :—* Your lite,” ſaid he, © will 
be frequently interrupted by the temporary death of ſlecp. 
— Doubtleſs,” replied Nourjanad, * nature would lan- 
guiſh without that ſovereign balm.'—* Thou miſunder- 
itandeſt me,” cried the Genius; I do not mean that or- 
dinary repoſe which nature requires: the ſleep thou mult 
be ſubject to, at certain per.ods, will laſt tor months, 
years, nay, for a whole revolution of Saturn at a time, or 
perhaps ior a century. — Frighttul !* cried Nourjahad, 
with an emotion that made him forget the reſpect which 
was due to the preſ-nce of his guardian angel. He ſeemed 
ſuſpendeti, while the radiant youth proceeded—* It is 
worth conuidering; reſolve not too haſtily.— If the frame 
of man," replied Nowjahad, * inthe uſual courſe of things, 
requires, tor the ſupport of that ſhort ſpan of life which 1s 


HISTORY OF NOURfAHAD. 9 
allotted to him, a conflant and regular portion of fleep, 
which includes at leaſt one third of his exiſtence; my lite, 
perhaps, ſtretched fo much beyond its natural date, may 
require a ſtill preater proportion of reſt, to preſerve my 
body in due health and vigour. It this be the cafe, I 
ſubmit to the conditions; tor what is thirty or fiity years 
out of eternity ?'——* Thou art miſtaken,” replied the Ge- 
nius; © and though thy reaſoning is not unphiloſophical, 
yet is it far from reaching the true cauſe of theſe myſte- 
rious conditions which are offered thee : know that theſe 
are contingencies which depend entirely on thyſelf.— 
© Let me beſeech yon, ſaid Nourjahad, © to explain this.“ 
If thou walkeit,* ſaid the Genius, in the paths of 
virtue, thy days will be crowned with gladnels, and the 
even tenor of thy life undiſturbed by any evil; but if, on 
the contrary, thou perverteſt the good which is in thy 
power, and ſetteſt thy heart on iniquity, thou wilt thus be 
occaſionally puniſhed by a total privation of thy facu]- 
ties.“ If this be all,” cried Nourjahad, then am I ſure 
I ſhall never incur the penalty; for though I mean to en- 
joy all the pleaſures that life can beſtow, yet am I a ſtran- 
ger to my own heart, if it ever lead me to the wilful com- 
miſſion of a crime.” The Genius fighed.—* Vouchſate, 
then,* proceeded Nouijahad, * vouchſate, T conjure you, 
moſt adorable and benign ſpirit, to fuifil your promiſe, 
and keep me not longer in ſuſpenſe.“ Saying this, he 
again reached forth his hand for the golden veſſel, which 
the Genius no longer withheld from him. Hold thy 
noſtrils over that phial,“ (aid he, © and let the fumes of the 
liquor which it contains aſcend to thy brain.“ Nourjahad 
opened the veſſel, out of which a vapour iſſued, of a molt 
exquiſite fragrance z it formed a thick atmoſphere about 


his head, and ſent out ſuch volatile and ſharp effluvia, as 


made his eyes ſmart exceedingly, and he was obliged to 
ſhut them while he ſnuffed up the eſſence. He remain- 
ed not long in this ſituation ; for the ſubtle ſpirit quick- 
ly evaporating, the effects inſtantly cealed, and he open - 
ed his eyes; but the apparition was vaniſhed, and his 
apartment in total darkneſs. Had not he ſtill found the 
phial in his hands, which contained the precious liquor, 
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he would have looked on all this as a dieam; but ſo ſub. 
ſtantial a proof of the reality of what had happened leiy. 
ing no room tor doubts, he returned thanks to his guar- 
dian Genus, whom he concluded, though invilible, to 
be itill within hearing; and putting the golden vellel 
unter his pillow, fi: led as he was with the molt delight- 
tul ideas, compoled himſelt to ſleep. 

The ſun was at his meridian height when he awoke 
next d. ay 3 and the viſion of the preceding night im- 
mediately recurring to his memory, he ſprung haſtily 
from his bed ; but how great was his ſurprile, how high 
his traniports, at ſeeing the accompliſhment ot tlie Ge- 
nius's promiſe! His chamber was {urrounded with {eve. 
ral large urns of poliſhed braſs, ſome of which were fil- 
led with gold coin of different value and impreſſions ; 
others with ingots of fine god; and others with precious 
ſtones of prodigious ſize and luſtre. 

Amazed, enraptured at the fight, he greedily examin- 
ed his tieaſures ; and, looking into each of the urns, one 
after the other, in one of them he found a ſcroll of pa- 
per, with theſe words written on it 

© I have fulfilled my promiſe to thee, O Nourjahad ! 
Thy days are without number, thy riches inexhauſtible. 
Yet cannot I exempt thee from the «vils to which all 
the ſons of Adam are ſubject. I cannot ſcreen thee from 
the machinations of envy, nor the rapaciou'nels ot power: 
thy own prudence mult hencetorth be thy guard. 1 here 
is a ſubterraneous cavern in thy garden, where thou 
mayeſt conceal thy treaſure ; I have marked the place, 
and thou wilt eaſily find it. Farewel ; ; my charge is at 
an end.” 

And well haſt chou nequitted thyſelf of this charge, 
molt munifcent and benevolent Genius, cried Nourjahad ; 
ten thouland thanks to thee for this laſt friendly warning. 
I ſhould be a fool indeed, if I had not ſagacity enough 
to preſerve myſelf againit rapaciouſneſs or envy: 1 will 
prevent the eſfects of the firit by concealing thee, my pre- 
cious treaſure, thou ſource ct all ſclicity, where no mor- 
tal mall diſcover ther; and, for the other, my bounty 


ſhall dilarm it of its ſting. Enjoy thyſelf, Nourjahad ; 
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| HISTORY OF NOURJAHAD, 11 
riot in luxurious delights, and laugh at Schemzeddin's 
impotent relentment.“ 

He haſtened down into his garden, in order to find the 
cave; of which he was not long in ſearch. In a remote 
corner ſtood the ruins of a ſmall temple, which, in for- 
mer days, before the true religion prevailed in Perſia, 
had been dedicated to the worſhip of the Gentiles. The 
veſtiges of this little building were ſo curious, that they 
were ſuffered to remain, as an ornament, where they 
ſtood, It was railed on a mount; and, according to the 
cuſtom of idolaters, ſurrounded with ſhady trees. On a 
branch of one of theſe, Nourjahad had perceived hanging 
a ſcarf of fine white tatfety, to which was ſuſpended a 
large key of burniſhed ſteel, 

Nourjahad*s eager curioſity ſoon rendered his diligence 
ſucceſstul in finding the door to which this belonged ; 
it was within ſide the walls of the temple, and under 
waat formerly ſcemed to have been the altar. He de- 
ſcended by a few ſteps into a pretty ſpacious cavern 
and, by groping about, for there was ſcarce any light, 
he judged it large enough to contain his treaſures. 

Whether his guardian Genius had contrived it pure - 
ly for his uſe, or whether it had been originally made 
tor ſome other purpoſe, he did not trouble himfelt to in- 
quire; but, glad to have found fo ſafe a place in which 
to depoſit his wealth, he returned to his houſe ; and hay- 
ing given orders that no viſiturs ſhould approach him, he 
ſhut himſelf up in his chamber for the reſt of the day, 
in order to contemplate his own happinels, and, with- 
out interruption, to lay down plans ot various pleatures 
and delights for ages to come. 

Whiltt Nourjahad was rich only in ſpeculation, he 
really thought that he ſhould be able to Keep his word 
with the Genius ; that the employing his wealth to noble 
and generous purpoſes would have conſtituted great part 
of his happinets ; and that, without plunging into guilt, 
he could have gratified the utmoſt of his wiſhes. But 
he ſoon found that his heart had deceived him, and that 


there is a wide difference between the fancied and actual 


poſieſſion of wealth, He was immediately ablorbed in 


12 HISTORY OF NOURJAHAD, 
ſelfiſhneſs, and thought ot nothing but the indulgence of 
his own appetites. * My temper, faid he, as he lay ſtretch. 
ed at length on a ſopha, does not much incline me to take 
any trouble; I ſhall therefore never aſpire at high 
employments, nor would I be the ſultan of Perſia it 1 
might ; for what addition would that make to my hap. 
pineſs? None at all; it would only diſturb my breaſt 
with cares, from which I am now exempt. And which 
of the real, ſubſtantial delights of life, could 1 then pol. 
ſeſs, that are not now within my power? I will have 
a magnificent houſe in town, and others in the country, 
with delicious parks and gardens, What does it lignity 
whether or not they are dignified with the names ot pa- 
laces? or whether I am attended by princes or ſlaves? 
The latter will do my buſineſs as well, and be more ſub. 
ſervient to my will. There are three particulars, indeed, 
in which I will exceed my maſter: in the beauties of 
my leraglio, the delicacies of my table, and the excel. 
lence of my muſicians. In the former ot theſe eſpecially, 
King Solomon himſelf ſhall be outdone, All parts of the 
earth ſhall be explored for women of the moſt exquitite 
beauty; art and nature ſhall combine their utmoſt efforts 
to furniſh the boundleſs variety and elegance of my re- 
paſts ; the ſultan's frigid temperance ſhall not be a pat- 
tern to me. Then no fear of ſurſeits; I may riot to 
"excels, and bid defiance to death. Here he ſtarted, on 
recollect ion that he had not requeſted the Genius to ſe- 
cure him againſt the attacks ol pain or ſickneſs. * 1 ſhall 
not, however, be impaired by age, ſaid he, and this 
too, perhaps, is included in his gift. But no matter ; 
fince I cannot die, a little temporary pain will make 
me the more relith my returning health. Then,“ added 
he, © I will enjoy the charms of mulic in its utmoſt 
perfection: Iwill have the univerſe ſcarched tor perfom- 
ers of both ſexes 3 whoſe exquiſite ſkill, both in in{tru- 
mental and vocal harmony, {hall raviſh all hearts. I 
ſhall ſee the line of my poſterity paſt numeration, and 
all the while enjoy a conſtant ſucceſſion of new delights. 
What more is there wanting to conſummate happinels ? 
and wizo would ever wiſh to change ſuch an exiſtence 
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ſor one of which we are entirely ignorant? Here he 
pauſed. But are there not, proceeded he, ſome things 
called intellectual pleaſures ; ſuch as Schemzeddin uſed 
to talk of to me, and for which, when I was poor, I 
tancied I had a fort of reliſh? They may have their 
charms, and we will not leave them quite out of our plan. 
I will certainly do abundance of good; beſides, I will 
retain in my family half a ſcore of wile and learned men, 
to entertain my leiſure hours with their diſcourſe: then, 
when I am weary of living in this country, I will ſet 


out, with ſome choſen companions, to make a tour , 


through the whole earth. There ſhall not be a ſpot of 
the habitable world, which contains any thing worthy 
of my cutiolity, that I will not viſit ; reſiding longeſt in 
thole places which I like beſt : and, by this means, I 
may paſs through two or three centuries, even before I 
have exhauſted the variety of my proſpects ; after that, 
I mult content my ſelf with ſuch local enjoy ments as may 
fall in my way.” 

With ſuch thought as theſe he entertained himſelf, 
waiting for the hour when his ſlaves ſhould he retired to 
reſt, as he had reſolved to take that opportunity of bury- 
ing his treaſure. 

He had tried the weight of the urns, one by one: thoſe 
which contained the gold he found fo extremely heavy, 
that it was impoſlible for him to lift them ; thole which 
held the jewels, he could eafily carry. Accordingly, 
when every one in his houſe was aſleep, he loaded him- 
ſelf with his pleaſing burdens ; and having, from each 
ef the repoſitories which held the gold, filled ſeveral 
large purſes for his immediate expences, he conveved 
the reſt, by many journies, to and from the cave, all late 
to his ſubterranean treaſury, where, having locked them 
up ſecurely, he retired to his apartment, and went to bed; 

For the three ſucceeding days his thoughts were ſo per- 
plexed and divided, that he knew not which of his fa- 
yourite ſchemes he ſhould firſt enter upon. Satisfied with 
having the means in his power, he neglected thoſe ends 
for which he was ſo deſirous of-them. * Shall I, ſaid he, 
« purchaſe, or ſet about . for mylelt a magnificent 
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14 HISTORY OF NOURJAHADe 
3 Shall I diſpatch emiflaries in ſearch of the moſt 
eautiful virgins that can be obtained ; and others, at 
the ſame tinie, to procure for me the rareſt mulicians ? 
My houſhold, meanwhile, may be eſtabliſhed, and put on 
a footing ſuitable to the grandeur in which I purpoſe to 
live, I will directly hire a number of domeſtics; among 
which ſhall be a dozen of the beſt cooks in Perſia, that 
my table at leaſt may be immediately better ſupplied than 
that of the ſultan. I am bewildered wich ſuch a mul. 
tiplicity of buſineſs; and muſt find out ſome perſon 
who, without giving me any trouble, will undertake to 
regulate the ceconomy of all my domeſtic concerns.” 


In theſe thoughts he was ſo immerſe:l, that he entire- 


ly forgot to pay his court to Schemzeddin; and, without 
any other enjoyment of his riches thin the plealure of 
think im of them, he fat for whole days alone, alter- 
nately improving on, or rejecting, ſuch ſyſtems of hap- 
pine's as aroſe in his mind. 

The ſultan, mean time, offended at his abſenting 
himſelf, without offering any excule for it, eſpecially 
as their laſt parting had been a cold one, was ſo diſguſt. 
ed at his behaviour, that he ſent one of his officers to 
forbid him his preſence, and charge him never more to 
appear at court. Tell him, however,” ſaid he, © that I 
have not ſo far forgot my former friendſhip for him, as 
to ſee him want a decent ſupport : that houſe, therefore, 
in which he now lives, I freelv beſtow on him; and ſhall, 
moreover, allow him a penſion of a thouſand crowns 
yearly. Bid him remember, that this is ſufficient to 
ſupply him with all the ſober enjoyments of life.” Theſe 
being his favourite's own words, the ſultan thought 
proper to remind him of them. 

Nourjahad received this meſſage with the utmoſt indit- 
ference, but without daring to ſhew any mark of diſre- 
ſpect. Tell my lord the ſultan,” [aid he, that I would 
not have been thus long without proſtrating myſelt at 
his feet ; but that I was haſtily ſent tor to viſit a kinſ- 


man, whoſe dwelling was ſome leagues from Ormuz; 


and who, in his lat hours, was delirous of ſeeing me 


He died very rich, and has made me his heir, Tt! 
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H1STORY OF NOURIJAHAD, ? 
thouſand crowns a year, therefore, my rcyal maſter may 
pleaſe to beltow on tume one who wants them more, and 
is more deſerving of his bounty, than I. Wretch that 
I am, to have forteited my prince's favour! The houſe 
that his goodneſs heltows on me, with all gratitude I 
thankfully accept, as it will daily remind me that Schem- 
zecdin does not utterly deteſt his flave.” Saying this, 
he pretented the officer with a handſome diamond, which 
he twok trom his finger, and begged him to accept of it 
as a token of his re{pett for him, and ſubmithen to the 
ſultan's plraſure. "Though Nourjabad had given ſuch a 
turn to his acceptance of the houſe, his true rcaſon was, 
that having his treaſwe buried in the garden, he thought 
he could not, without great difficulty, and the hazard of 
a diſcovery, remove it. Thus had he already, n two in- 
ſtances, been obliged to depart from truth, in conſequence 
of his ill judged and pernicious choice. 

1 he houſe which the ſultan had given him was hand- 
ſome and commodious; and he thought, by enlarging 
and furniſhing it magnificently, it would ſufficiently 
anſwer the purpoſe of his town reſidence; beſides, as it 
was a royal grant, he was ſure of remaining unmoleſted 
in the poſleſſion of it, 

He now bent his thoughts on nothing but in giving 
a loole to his appetites, and indulging without control 
in every delight wh ci his paſſions or imagination could 
ſuggeſt to him. As he was not of an active temper, he 
put the conduct ot his pleafurcs into the hands of one 
whom he hail lately received into his tervice, This man, 
whoſe name was Haſem, he found had good ſenſe, and 
a quickneſs of parts, which he thought qualihed him 
for the truſt he repoſed in him. To him he committed 
the care of regulating his family, and appointed him 
the director of his houſhold. In ſhort, under Hajem's 
inſpection, who on this occaſion diſplayed an 2dmirable 
taſte, his houſe was ſoon turniſhed with every thing that 
could charm the ſenſes, or captivate the i2ncy., Cokly 
furniture, magnificent habits, {jumptuous £quipag*s, and 
a grand retinuc, fully gratified his vanity. By s:4tcm's 


diligence, his ſcraglio was ſoon adorned with a number 
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16 HISTORY OF NOURJAHAD. 
of the moſt beautiful female ſlaves, of almoſt every na- 
tion, whom he purchaſed at a vaſt expence; by Ha- 
ſem's care, his board was repleniſhed with the moſt 


delicious products of every climate ; by Haſem's manage. ' 


ment, he had a choſen band of the moſt ikiltul muſi- 
cians of the age; and, by Haſem's judgment and ad- 
dreis, he had retained in his houſe ſome of the moſt 
learned and ingenipus men of all Perſia, ſkilled in every 
art andi ſcience. Theſe were receivedjinto his family tor the 
inſtruction and entertainment of his hours of reflection, 
if he ſhould chance to be viſited with any ſuch. 

Behold him now arrived at the height of human feli- 
city; for, to render his happinels incapable of addition, 
he had diſtinguiſhed, among the beaurics of his ſeraglio, 
a young maid, fo exquiſitely charming and accomplithed, 
that he-gave her the entire poſſeſſion of his heut; and, 
preferring her to the reſt of his women, paſſed whole 
days in her apartment. By Mandana ke found nimiclt 
equally beloved; a felicity very rare among Exltern 
huſbands; and, longing to unboſom himſelt to one on 
whole tenderneſs and fidelity he could rely, to her he 
diſcloſed the marvellous ſtory of his dettiny. His mind, 


thus diſburthened of this important ſecret, which he had 


often longed to divuige, but could find none whom he 
dared to truſt with the diſcovery, he had not one anxi- 
ous thought remaining: he gave himiclt up to plea- 
ſures ; he threw off all reſtraint ; he plunged at once in- 
to a tide of luxurious enjcyments; he torgot his duty 
towards God, and neglected all the laws of his prophet, 
He grew lazy and eſfeminate; and had not his pride now 
and then urged him to diſplay to the wondering eyes of 
the public the magnificence of his ſtate, he would ſeldom 
have been inclined to go out of his houſe. 

Thus polſſeſſed of every thing that his foul could wiſh, 
he continued, for the ſpace of three moons, without 
any interruption, to wailow in voeluptuoutnels ; when 
one morning, juſt as he was preparing to tet out for 2 

eautiful villa, which Haſem had recommended to him 
for his rural retirement, and which he purpoſed to Luy 
if it anſwered his deſcription, he was prevented by 4 
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HISTORY OF NOURJAHAD. 17 
meſſenger from the ſultan. It was the lame perſon who 
once before had been fent to him, to forbid him the 
court. I] am ſorry, my lord,” ſaid he, on entering 
Nourj:had's apartment, * to be a {econd time the bearer 
of unwelcome tidings; but Schemzeddin, hearing of 
the extraordinary grandeur and magn.ficence in waich 
you live, a magnificence indeed equal to that of the 
tultan himſelf, would needs know whence you derive 
your wealth, which ſcems ſo much to ſurpaſs that of 
any of his ſubjects ; and has commanded me tc conduct 
you to his preſence, in order to give an account of it.“ 

Noutjahad was exceedingly ſtartled at this unexpeRted 
ſummons 3; but it was in vain to ditpute the tultan's 
orders; and he was forced, though with great reluctance, 
to accompany the office to the palace of Schemgeddin. 

He ent-red it trembling, feartul to declare à falfhood 
to his ſovereign, yet fi more unwil.ing to confeſs 
the truth. In this ſuſpenſe the officer leſt him, to ac- 
quaint the ſultan of his arrival. He waited not long be- 
fore he was admitted to the royal preſence, 

Whence is it, Nourjahad,* (aid the ſultan, * that 
thy imprudence hath drawn on thee the attention of my 
whole empire; inſomuch, that the repretenta*ions made 
to me of thy pomp and luxury now renders it neceſlary 
to inquire into thy riches? They ſeem indeed to be im- 
menſe : who was that relation that bequeathed them 
to thee ; and wherein do they conhit ?” 

Though Nourjahad hid endeavoured to prepare him- 
ſelf with proper anſwers to all thote queſtions which he 
naturally expected would be aſked on the occation, he was 
neverthcleſs confounded ; he could not utter the lies he 
had framed with the unabaſked look of ſincerity; his 
ſpeech faltered, and his colour changed. Schenizccun 
faw his confuſion. I preceive, ſaid he, there is iome 
myſtery in this affair which thou haſt no mind to di- 
cover. I pray Heaven that thou haſt uſed no twiſter 
means to come at the great wealth which I am told thou 
poſſeſleſt! Comfeſs the truth; and beware of prevart- 
cating with thy prince.” 

Nourjahad, trightened at the difficulties he found him 
B 3 
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ſelt involved in, fell at the ſultan's feet. If my lord,“ 
faid he, © will give me a patient hearing, and forgive the 
preſumption ot his ſervant, I will untold ſuch wonders 
as will amaze him, and the [ame time utter nothing 
but the ſtricteſt truth.“ The tultan turned coldly to- 
wards him; but, by ſeeming to attend to his explana- 
tion, encouraged him to proceed. 

He then gave a faithful relation of the viſion he had 
ſeen, with all the conſequences of that mi: aculous event. 
Schemzeddin ſutfered him to conclude his narration with- 
out interruption ; but, inſtead of ſhewing any marks of 
ſurpriſe, or appearing to credit what he ſaid, looking 
at him with the utmoſt indignation—* Audacious wretch, 
cried he, how dareſt thou preſume thus to abuſe my 
patience, and affront my underſtanding with the rela- 
tion of {o ridiculous a torgery ? Go, tell thy incredible 
tales to fools and children, but dare not to inſult thy 
ſovereign with ſuch outrageous falſhoods.” 

Though Nourjahad was terrified at the ſultan's anger, 
he nevertheleſs perſiſted in his declaration, confirming 
all he ſaid by the moſt ſolemn oaths. The ſultan com- 
manded him to be ſilent. Thou art mad,” ſaid he; © 
preceive now that the riches thou halt acquired, let the 
means be what they may, have turned thy brain; and 


I am now more than ever convinced of the fordidneis of 


thy mind, when the unexpected acquiſition of a litile 
wealth could thus pervert thy judgment, and teach 
thee to impoſe on thy maſter tor truth, the monſtrous 
chimeras of thy wild fancy. Thy folly be on thy head; 
for a little, a very little time muſt, with the unbounde1 
extravagance of Which thou art guilty, diſſipate what 
thy friend hath left thee; and when thou art again re- 
duced to thy former ſtate, thou wilt be glad to ſue to 
my bounty tor that which thou didſt lately with ſo much 
arrogance reject. Go, unhappy Nourjahad, continued 
he, his voice a little ſoftened, © the remembrance of whit 
thou once wert to me, will not permit me to ſee the: 
fail a victim to thy own delperate folly. Should it be 
eee known that thou haſt thus endervoured, by 
ies aud protanation, to abuſe the credulity ot thy prince 
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HISTORY OF NOURJAHAD, 19 
thou wouldſt find that thy boaſted immortality would 
not be proof againſt that death, which he ſhould think 
himſelt olige, in juſtice to his own honour and dig- 
nity, to inflict on ſo bold an impoltor. Hence, miſera- 
ble man, purſued he, © retire to thy houſe ;z and, if 
thou art not quite abandoned, eudeavour, by a ſober and 
regular conduct, to expiate thy offences againſt heaven 
and thy ſovereign ; but, as a puniſhment tor thy crime, 
preſume not, without my leave, to ſtir beyond the l:mits 
of thy own habitation, on pain of a more rigorous and 
laſting confinement.” . 

Nourjahad, thunderſtruck at this unexpected ſentence, 

was unable to reply; and the ſultan, having ordered the 
captain of his guards to be called, committed his pri- 
ſoner to his hands; telling him, if he ſuffered Nour- 
Jahad to eſcape, his head ſhould anſwer it. 
Filled with reſentment end diſcontent, Nourjahad was 
conducted back to his own haute; at all the avenues of 
which he had the mortification to ſee guards poited, 
agreeably to the charge given by the ſultan. 

He retire4 penſively to his clolet, where, ſhutting 
himſelf up, he now for the firit time repented of his in- 
diſcretion in the choice he had made, 

© Unfortunate that I am!* cried he, © what wil! riches 
or length of days avail me, if I am thus to be miſerably 
immurcd within the walls of my own dwelling ? Would 
it not have hecn better for me to have requeſted the Ge. 
nius to reſtore me to the favour of my prince? Schem- 
zeildin always loved me, and would not fail to have pro- 
moted me to wealth and honours ; mean while, I ſhould 
have enjoyed my liberty, which now, methinks, as I am 
debarred of it, appears to me a greater bleſſing than any 
I poſſeſs. Unhappy Nourjahad ! what is become of all 
thy ſchemes of felicity!' He was even weak enough to 
thed tears, and gave himſelf up to vexation for the re- 
mainder of the day. 

His mind, however, was by pleaſure rendered too vo- 
latile to ſuffer any thing to make a laſting impreſſion on 
bim; and he had till too many reſources of happinels in 


ls power, to give himſelf up to deſpair, It is true,” 
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20 HISTORY OF NOURJAHAD, 
ſaid he, © I am debarred of my liberty, but have I not 
{till a thouland delights in my poſſeſſiun? The incredulous 
jultan, ſatisfied with puniſhing me, will give himſelf no 
tarther concern about me, provided I do not attempt to 
eſcape; and, thus withdrawn trom the public eye, envy 
will not endeavour to penetrate into the receſſes of a pri- 
vate dwelling, I will ſecure the fidelity of my fer vants by 
my liberality towards them. Schemzeddin's reſentment 
will not laſt; or, it it ſhould, even as long as he lives, 
what is his life, the ſcanty portion of years allotted to com- 
mon men, to my promised immortality ?* 

Having thus reconciled his thoughts to bis preſent ſitu- 
ation, he reſolved, in order to make himſelf amends for the 
reſtraint on his perſon, to indulge himlelt with an unbound. 
ed freedom in his moſt voluptuous wiſhes. He commanded 
a banquet to be prepared for him that night, which ex- 
ceeded, in luxury and profuſion, any of the preceding. 
He ordered all his women, of which he had a great num- 
ber, adorned with jewels, and dreſſed in their richeſt ha- 
bits, to atten on him while he was at ſupper, prrinit- 
ting none but Mandana the tavour to fit down with him, 
The magnihicence ot his apartments were heightened by a 
ſplendid illumination of a thouſand torches, compoled of 
odoriterous gums, which caſt a blaze of light that vied 
with the glorics of the fun. His muſicians, both vocal 
and inſtrumental, were ordered to exert the utmoſt ſtretch 
of their art, and to ſoothe his mind with all the enchant- 
ing po vers of harmony. Bimlelt, attired in robes, ſuch 
as the kings of Perſia were uſed to wear, was ſcuted un- 
der a canopy of ſilver tiſſue, which he had put up for the 
purpote ; and aſſuming the pomp of an Ealterm monarch, 
tuffered the illuſion to take ſuch poſſeſſion of his mii, 
that, if he were not betore mad, he now ſeemed to be 
very near diſtraction. 

Intoxicated with pleaſure, the hiſtorian who writes his 
life affirms, that this night Nowjzhad, for the firſt time, 
got drank. Be that as it may, it is certain that, having 
retired to reſt, he ſlept founder and longer than utual ; tor, 
on his awaking, and miſſing Mandana from his fide, whom 


he had made the partner ot his hed, he called out to the lav 
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who always attended in his anti- chamber, in order to in- 
quire for her, reſolving to chide her tenderly for leaving 
him. He called loud and often; but nobody anſwering 
him, as he was naturally choleric, he jumped out of bed, and 
ſtepping haſtily into the outer-chamber, he found that none 
of the ſlaves were in waiting. Enraged at this neglect, 
he called ſeveral of his domeſtics by their names, one at- 
ter another ; when at length, after he was almoſt out of 
breath with paſſion, a female ſlave appeared, who was one 
of thoſe appointed to wait on Mandana, 

The damſel no ſooner perceived him, than giving a loud 
fhiriek, ſhe was about to run away: when Nourjahad, pro- 
voked at her behaviour, catching her roughly by the arm 
Where is thy miſtreſs?” {aid he, and whence ariſes 
that terror and amazement in thy countenance ?'—* Alas! 
my lord, anſwered the flave, * pardon my ſurpriſe, Which 
is occaſioned by my ſeeing you to unexpectedly.” Nourja- 
had now perceiving that, in his hurry, he had forgot to 
put on his cloaths, concluded that it was that circumſtance 
which had alarmed the damſel; and turning from her— 
© Fooliſh woraan, ſaid he, © zo tell Mandana that I defire 
to ſee her. Ah, my lord,” replied the maid, © I would 
ſhe were in a condition to come to you,'—-" Why, what 
is the matter?* ſaid Nourjahad; no ill, I hope, has be- 
fallen the dear light of my life ?—ls the fick? Methinks 
ſhe went to bed lait night in perfect liealth.— Last night! 
my lord,” replied the flave, and ſhook her head. Tritler,” 
cried Nourjahad, © what means that motion? Where is 
thy miſtreſs? Speak !'—* She is, I hope, ſaid the flave, 
© one to receive the reward of her goudneſs!' Here ſhe 
began to weep. * O Heaven !* cried Nourjahad, * 1s my 
dear Mandana dead: —“ She is, anſwered the damſel, 
redoubling her tears, and I (hall never have to kind a 
miſtreſs.—“ Alas!” replied Nourjahad, by what fatal ac- 
cident amT thus ſuddenly deprived of the adorable creature?” 

© It was not ſuddenly, my lord,“ replied the {lave 
© Mandana died in chil-bed.'—* Ah, traitrefs!* cried 
Nuurjahad, how dareſt thou thus mock the forrow of 
thy maſter, and traduce the chaſtity of my beloved! I hou 
knoweſt it is not more than three moons fince I received 
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22 HISTORY OF NOURJAHAD, 

her a virgin to my arms; and doſt thou preſume to im- 
poſe fo ridiculous a itory on me as that of ter having died 
in child-bed ?*-— My lord, anſwered the fl :ve, it is more 
than three years ſince Mandana died. —“ Audacious 
wretch!* cricd Nourjahad, * wouldit thou perſuade me 
out of my ſenſts?' With this he pinched the ſlave to hard 
by the arm, that ſhe {creamed out, 

The noiſe the made brought leveral of the ſervants into 
the room; who, on ſecing Nourjahad, all ſnewed maniteſt 
tokens of fear and ſurpriſe. What is the reaton of all 
this?* cried he out in a rage; / are ye all leagued in com- 
bination againſt me? Be quick, and explain to me the 
caule of this diftrattion which appears amo gſt you.“ 

Haſem, who had run in among the other doneitics, took 
upon him to anſwer tor the reit. * It is not to be won- 


dered at, my lord,” ſaid he, that your ſlaves ſeem lur- 


priſed at ſceing you thus as it were raiſed from the dead; 
but it they are amazed, their joy, doubtlels, is equal ta 
their wonder: mine, I am ture, is unutterable, to be- 
hold my lord once more reſtored to his taithtul ſervants, 
after we had almoſt deipaired of your ever more uncloſing 
your eyes. 

© You talk Rrangely,* ſaid Nourjahad, alittle ſtagger- 
ed at what he ſaw and heard. He juſt then recollected 
the terths on which he had received the important gift 
trom the Genius; and began to ſuſpect that he had en- 
dured one of thoſe preternatural ilumbets to which he had 
ſubjected himſelt. How long may I have ſlept ?* ſa d he. 
Four years and tœenty days exactly,” anlwered Halem j 
© T have reaion to know, tur I counted the melancholy 
hours as they paſſ<d, and feldom quitted your bed-fide.' 
It may be ſo, ſaid Nourjahad ; I have been ſubject 
to theſe trances from a boy, but this has lasted rather 
longer than uſual.“ He then commanded ail his flaves to 
withdraw, retaining only Haſem, with whom he wanted 
to have ſome diſcourſe. 

© Tell me now, {aid he, when they were alone, and 
tell me truly, is all I have heard real? and is Mandana 
actually dead ?—* Too true, my lord,” replied Hatem : 
* Mandana died in child-bed; and, dying, left her in- 
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HISTORY OF NOURJAHAD. 23 
fant ſon to my care, — Is my child alive ?* ſaid Nour- 
jahad eagerly.— He is, my lord, anſwered Haſem, 
and you ſhall lee him preſently, Mandana called me to 
her, continued he, wen ſhe found herielf dying 

« Haſhem,“ laid ſhe, „ be careful of your lord; 

Heaven will one day reſtore him to you again. See that 
you manage his houſhold with the ſame prudence and 
regularity that you would it he himſelf were to inſpect 
into your conduct; for be aflured he will ſooner or later 
exact a juſt account of your proceedings. Here are the 
keys of his coffers: I ventured to take them from under 
his pillow, where I knew he kept them. I have huſ- 
banded his fortune with ceconomy, and have hitherto 
kept order and harmony in his family: on you it reſts 
to preſerve it in the ſame condition, Nourjahad will not 
fail to reward your diligence and fidehty. It is not 
expedient that any one ſhould know the condition 
to which he is reduced, His life is governed by a 
ſtrange fatality. You have nothing to do, therefore, 
but to give out that he is ſcized with a lingering diſtzm- 
per, which cofines him to his bed. Let no impertinent 
enquirers ſee him, and all curioſity about him will ſoon 
ceaſe,” —* Theſe,* proceeded Hatem, * were almolt the 
laſt words that my beloved miftreis ſpoke. I have 
punctually complied with her orders. Your condition 
has been kept a profound ſ:cret from every one but your 
own family, and they all love you too well to betray their 
truſt. Your women are all immured within the ſacred 
walls of your ſeraglio; and, though they murmur at 
their ſituation, they tail not to otfer up their daily pray- 
ers that Heaven would reſtore you to them. — I will 
now, continued he, * preſent your ſon to you; it will be 
ſome conſolation to you to ſee that charming pledge of 
Mandana's love.“ Saying this, he withdrew ; but hon 
returned, leading in the child, who was as beautiful as 
a little cheruh. 

Nourjahad melted into tears at the ſight of him, and 
renewed his complaints tor the lots of his adored Mandana. 
He ſaw that the chiid's age ſeemed to agree exactly with 
the account he had received; and new, fully convinced 
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24 HISTORY OF NOURJAHAD, 
of the truth of his misfortune, * O Heaven!“ eried he, 
claſping the young boy to his boſom, what would [ 
give that my dear Mandana were now here to partake 
of the pleaſure I feel in this intant's careſſes ! Gladly 
would I conſent to have three ages cut off from the num. 
ber of my years, to have her more precious life reſtored, 
But my telicity would then be too great, and I mult (1. 
mit to the deſtiny which I mylſelt have choſen.—“ Pru- 
dent Haſem,* ſaid he, obſerving he looked ſurpriſed, 
© thou doſt wonder at the words which thou halt heard 
me ſpeak, but I will not conceal from thee the marvel. 
lous ſtory of my life. Thy fidelity and zeal deſerve this 
confidence; beſides it is requiſite that I ſhould tru 
ſome diſcreet perſon with my important ſecret, ſince Man- 
dana, on whoſe tenderneſs and loyalty I could depend, 1s 
no more. Nourjahad then acquainted Hiſem with the won- 
derful myſtery of his lite. He did not, however, divulge 
the circumſtance of his concealed treaſure; he judged, 
from his own heart, that it would not be altogether ad- 
viſable to lay ſuch a tempting bait in the way even of the 
moſt virtuous and ſteady mind; but contented himlzlt 
with telling him that his genius conſtantly fupplied him 
with riches, as his occahons required, Halem liſtened to 
him with aſtoniſhment ; but aſtured him, after what had 
already paſſed, he doubted not a tittle of the truth d 
what he had been told, amazing and almoſt incredible as 
it appeared. My lord, faid he, © you may ſecurely rey 


on my zeal and diligence, fo long as you are pleaſed to en- 


tertain me in your ſervice. “ That I ſhall do during your 
life,“ interrupted Nourjahad.—“ But, replied Halen, 
© what if one of thoſe unmercitul long trances ſhould con- 
tinue for a length of time much beyond that from which 
you are but now awakened, and that I ſhould happento 
die before you recover your ſenſes; who knows, in chu 
caſe, what might be the coniequences ?*—* It is an acc 
dent exceedingly to be ireaded,* replied Nourjahac; 
* Heaven knows to what indignities I might be expolc, 
perhaps to be buried alive, and condemned to paſs à ces 
tury or two in a diſmal ſepulchre. The thought mak# 
me ſhudder, and I almoſt repent of having accepted li 
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HISTORY OF NOURJAHAD, 25 
on ſuch conditions. As I have no warning,* continued 
he, when thoſe fatal ſlumbers will overpower me, (for 
who can aiways be guarded againſt the ſtarts of paſſion, 
or what man is fo attentive to that impertinent monitor 
within, as to hear his whiſpers amidit the hurry of tumul- 
tuous plcaiures? As I know not, I ſay, when Jam to 
be condemned to that ſtate of inſenfthility, or how long I 
ſhall continue in it, I can only conjure thee, if I ſhould 
happen to be ſeized with another trance during thy lite, 
which, conſidering my diſpoſition, is not impoſſible, that 
thou wilt oblerve the [ame conduct which thou haſt lately 
done; and, it the angel of death ſhould ſummon thee 
away beiore my ſenſes are looſcd from their my{iterious 
bands, that thou wilt, with thy dying breath, commit the 
ſecret to ſome one faithtul perſon ot my family, whom 
thou thinkeſt molt fit to be relied on for a punctual diſ- 
charge of their duty. As I ſhall never part with any of 
my ſervants till the inevitable ſtroke of death ſeparates 
them from me, and ſhall conſtantly ſupply their places with 
the worthieſt perſons that can be found, I think I cannot 
tail of a ſucceſſion of people, from amongſt whom, one at 
leaſt may always be found, in whoſe ſecreſy and truth I 
may ſafely confide.* 

Without doubt, my lord,” anſwered Haſem, © you may, 
by ſuch wiſe meaſures as theſe, be always guarded againle 
the worſt that may befal you.” 

Though Nourjahad had, by thus providing againſt evil 
events, exceedingly relieved his mind from the fears by 
which it was agitated, left any ill ſhould happen to him 
during his flumbers; yet was his heart far from being a: 
eaſe, The loſs of Mandana preyed upon his ſpirits. He 
had no reliſh for the charms ot his other women; Manda- 
na's ſuperior lovelineſs was always prelent to his eyes. 
The delicacies of his table grew taftelets; Mandana's 
Iprightly wit was wanting to give a reliſh to the feaſt. 
The melodious concerts of muſic, with which he was 
wont to be lo delighted, now only ſerved to overwhelm 
him with melancholy ; Mandana's enchanting voice was 
not heard, which uled to {well his heart to rapture. 
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26 HISTORY OF NOURJAHAD. 
In ſhort, for a time, he took pleature m nothing but the 
careſſes and innocent prattle ot nis little fon, whom, by 
his tenderneſs and endearments, he had taught to love him. 
—* I am unhappy, my dear Halem, would be often lay ; 
© the loſs of Mandana imbitters all my joys; and me- 
thinks, 1 begin to look torward with ditgult,” 

My lord,” ſaid Haſem, * thee is nothing which has 
befallea you but what is common to all, Every one may 
naturally expect to ſee the death of fome perlon or other 
whom they love; but you, who are enduwed with lo mi- 
raculous a life, mult needs look to drop a tear over a thou- 
ſand graves.” | 

Melancholy refle&ion !* ſaid Nourjahad; it occurred not 
to me in this light when I made my choice, I knew, indeed, 
I muſt of neceſſity bury hundreds ot luccecding generati- 
ons; but ſaid I, tomytelt, I (hall inſenſibly contract new 
amities,”-s I perceive the old ones are likely to be diffolved 
by the hand of time. My heart, faid 1, ſhall never fee! 
a vacuity, for want of fit objects ot deſire. A new beauty 
will naturally take place of her whole charms begin to de- 
cline: thus the ardours of love wil! be ſupplitd with per- 
petual fuel; and upon the ſame principle will the locial 
joys of friendſhip be unremitting. I conſidered the world 
as a flower-garden, the product of which was to delight 
my ſenſes for a certain ſcaſon. The bloom is not made 
tolaſt, thought I, but it will be ſucceeded by a treſh blow, 
whoſe ſweetneſs and variety will equal the former, and 
entirely obliterate them from my memory. I thought not, 
alas! that, before the ſpring ended, a cruel blait might 
ſuddenly deſtroy my faireſt flower.” 

Would you, my lord,” ſaid Halem, * if it were in your 

wer, abſolve your Genius trom his promiſe, ſeeing your 

ife muſt be perpetually ſubject to ſuch misfortunes ?' 

Not fo, neither, anſwered Nourjahad, time is a ne- 
ver-failing remedy for grief: I ſhall get over this, and 
be better prepared againſt the next aſlault of evil.” 

In effect, Nourjahad kept his word, and toon returned 
to his former way of living. | 

He had the mortification, however, to find himſelf {ill 

# priſoner, Haſem told him that the ſultan had net ye 
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HISTORY OF NOURJAHAD, 27 
taken off the rettraiat under winch he had formerly laid 
him 3 and » whether it was through forgettulnCts or deſign, 
th. guards stel maintained their polts about his houle. 
Tis NowJjahad was himfelt convinced of, by ſeeing 
them irG:1n tis windows, 

It is urange, aid he, © that Schtmzeddin ſhould re- 
tain his reſentment again me tor 10 long 4 time; eſpeci- 
ally, as he might have been convinced of the truth of what 
I aflerted by the extraordinary ſtate in which I have lain 
ail this while.'—* You torget, my lord,” {aid Hatem, 
© that this was an abſolute ſecret, no one trom under your 
own T0. knowing 4 word ot the mater. Such Wele 
Mandana's laſt injunctions, and your taithtut fervants 
never divulged a tittle of it.“ 

PD d nor my triends come to vilit me,” ſaid Nourj had, 
during that interval in wich I flept? —“ Thote whom 
you called your friends,” aniwered Halcm, * came, as 
ulual, during the firit month of your do mant liatez; but 
being retuſed admirtance; under pretence that your health 
was {o much declined, that you were not 1n a condition to 
receive them, they ſoon deſided from their viſits; and, 
finding they could no more be entertained with teaſtiug 
and jollity, they have never {ince inquired after you.“ 

© Ungrateful wretches!* ſaid Nowujanad, I calt then. 
off for ever. Vet it is an irkſome thing to live without 
friends, * Yon, Haſem, are a prudent and honeſt man, 
but ſtill you are my ſervant; I cannot, therefore, conlider 
you on that footing of equality which triendthip requires,” 
—* There is one man, taid Haſem, who has mewn him- 
ſelf grateful and compaſſionate ; and thote two virtues ne- 
ver come alone, but are ever found attended with many 

others.'—* Oh, name him,* ſaid Nourjahad. It is 

Zamerad, repled Hater, „that officer of the ſultan's 
whom you once obliged by a trifling preſent ot a ring: he 
never fails ſending every day to inquire after your welfare; 
nay, he has often called himſelf, and expreſſed an honeit 

ſorrow for the ill ate of health to which I told him you 
were reduced, tenderly blaming the ſultan tor his rigorous 

confinement of you. 

* Worthy Zamgrad!* ſaid Nourjahad; thou, thou 
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28 HISTORY OF NOURJAHAD. 
alone, ſhalt be the choiten friend of my heart. The reſt 
of my worthleſs acquaintance I from this minutedilcard, 

I will write to Schemzeddin, purſued he; perhaps he 
may now relent, and reitore me to my liberty. I long to 
ſhiit the ſcenc, and remove to ſome place where Manda. 
na's image may not be ſo often revived in my memory. 
Wert thou not, Haiem, about to procure for me a noble 
ſeat in the country, which I was going to take a view of 
that day on which the god Zamgrad came to carry me 
betore the ſultan? If I might but retire thither I ſhould 
think mylcit happy.” 

© Alas, my lord,” replied Haſem, that fine ſeat can» 
not now be yours. You may remember I made only a 
conditionai agreement with the owner ot it, depending on 
your approbation of the place after your having teen it.“ 
— I recollect it,” laid Nourjahad ; * but may it not ſtill 
be mine ? —“ By no means, anſwered Haſem; * the owner 
has long ſince diſpoſed of it to another,” 

© That is uniucky,* ſaid Nourjahad; © but we can ea- 
ſily find another. Be it your care to look out for one, 
while I endeavour to move the ſultan in my tavour,” 

Halem was not flow in executing his maiter's orders, 
In three days he told him he had ſcen a villa, which ſcem- 
ed to him to turpals all the deſcriptions of Eden in its pri- 
mary kate of beauty. It is but at the diſtance of ten 
leagues irom Ormuz,” ſaid he. The houſe and gardens 
are in compleat order, and you may purchale the whole 
tor fifty thouſand pieces of gold. The ſultan himſelf hath 
not in his peſletlion any thing more delightful. —“ I will 
have it, aid Nourjanad:; get the money ready; you have 
the keys of my coffers, and they contain more tnan that 
fum.'—* My lord, aniwered Haim, hen you laſt faw 
them they did contain much more; but you will be pleated 
to recollect, that it is above tour years hnce, and that your 
houſhold has been maintained during that time; Which, 
notwithſtanding I have vuicd the utmolt ceconomy, mul: 
weeds have {cmewhat dimmiſlicd your trealury ,'—* 1 bad 
torgot, replied Nourjahad, but I will 100n lupply you 
with the gold you want.“ 

Accor dywg}ly he paid a viſit to the ſubterranecus cav 
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HISTORY OF NOURJAHAD. 29 
that very night; where finding every thing as he had left 
it, he loaded himfelt with a quantity of gold ſufficient to 


prevent the neceſſi y of drawing irom his hidden ſtore of 


wealth for a conſiderable time. 

Intent now on the purſuit of his pleaſures, he negle&- 
ed not applying to the ſultan for a repeal, or at Icaſt a 
mitigation of his ſentence, He writ to Schemzedidin a 
letter in terms full of humility ; thinking, it he could re- 
move his incredulity, by convincing him that the extra- 
ordinary fat he had related was nothing more than the 
truth, that the ſultan would no longer deny him his liberty. 
He ſcrupled not to accquaint him, that he had been for 
more than four years in a profound ſleep: tor the confir- 
mation of which fact, ſtrange as it might ſcem to his ma- 
jeſty, he deſired leave to appeal to every one of his own 
houſhold, and conjured the fuitzn to take the trouble of 
informing himſelf more fully from ſome of his people, 
whom he might caule to be brought into his preſence, and 
privately examined: as he conteſſed he did not wiſh to 
have fo uncommon an event divulged, 

Nourjahad, from this expedient, had great hopes of ob- 
taining his defire ; but the event turned out contrary to 
his expectations. 

Zamgrad, two days after, brought him an anſwer fron. 
the ſultan in writing. Nourjahad laid the paper on. his 
head; then kiſſing the ſcals, he broke them open, and 
read as follows: 

© I have not been unmindful of thy motions; and I was 
pleaſed to hear, from time to time, that, for theſe four 
years paſt, order and decency have been preſerved in thy 
dwelling. I flattered myſelf that this was owing to thy 
having returned to a ſenſe of thy duty; but my hope de- 
ceived me, when I found that Nourjahad was, by a vio- 
lent malady which ſeized him, (doubtedleſs the effects of 
his intemperance) dilqualified from indulging in thoſe 
exceſſes in which he was wont to riot. 

This viſitation from heaven, I thought, would have 
produced ſalutary effects on thy mind; and hoped, if the 
angel of health were again to reviſit thy pillow, that thou 


wouldſt make a — uſe of thy recovered ſtrength, 
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How muſt my indignation, then, be rouzed againſt thee, 
abandoned as thou art to perdition, to find thou pert lift <(t 
in thy enormous folly and wickedneſs, and continueſt to 
abuſe the patience of thy benetattor and ſovereign maſter 
with ſuch unparalleicd falſhuods ! A prince leſs mercitul 
than myielf would no longer delay to puniſh thee with 
death: but I give thee thy wretched life; {pend it, if thou 
canſt, in penitence, Nay, I will ſo far indulge thee, s 
to permit thee, for the more perfect recovery of thy health, 
to retire ta thy houſe in the country; but, at the peri of 
thy head, pretume not to ſtir beyond the bounds of thy 
own havitation.” 

Nourjahad now too late found his error, in endeavour. 
ing to force belief of a thuzg which appeared fo incredible; 
and wiſhed he had rather availed himſelf of the ſultan's 
prepoſi*fons in favour of the ſtory propagated by his ter- 
vants, as he found that would have been the wiler courlc, 
© What a world is this, Lid he to Zamprad, atter hav- 
ing read the letter, where he who ought to be the re. 
warder of truth, and che diſpenier of juſtice, ſhuts his 
ears againſt conviction, and condemns an i, noccnut min 
for endeavouring to ſet him right! But I will not involve 
you in the puniſhment impoled on my imaginary guilt, 
by requiring your belief ot what I have in vain enced 
voured to convince the incredulous Schemzeddin.” 

I know not, my lord,” revied Zamgrad, what has 
pailed between the ſultan and you: of this only I am cer- 
tain, that he ſceins exceedingly enraged againtt you, I 
would it were in my power, from the reſpect I bear you, 
to mitigate his relentnent,” 

© I thank thee, gentle Zamgrad,” ſaid Nourjahad; * 1 
find thou, of all my numerous acquaintance, art the only 
man who has ſhewn any attachment to me. If the friend- 
ſhip of one labouring under the diſpleaſure of his prince be 
worth thy accepting, I offer thee mine, and conjure thee 
to grant me yours in return. The baſe ingratitude 1 have 
already experienced from the reſt of my pretended friend 
has determined me to diſclaim all ſocicty with them: it 
thou wilt ſometimes viſit me in my retirement, thou wil 
find N our;abad not undeſerving thy Kindneſs.“ 
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Zamgrad promiſed to ſee him as often as he could, and 
took his leave. 

However vexed Nourjahad was at his diſappointment, 
in finding himſelt, by fill being debarred of his liberty, 
deprived, for a time at leaſt, from executing one of his 
favourite purpoſes, that of travelling all over the world; 
he yet contented himſelf with the reflection, that this pro- 
ject was only poſtponed to another opportunity; and that 
he ſnhouſd have time enough for executing his deſign after 
Schemzed.lin, and many of his poſterity, were in their 
graves, *© I will not waſte my hours,” faid he, in fruit- 
los languiſhment for what I cannot at pretent attain, but 
make the moſt of the good which now offers itſelt to my 
acceptance. He ordered Haſem to pay down the money 
forthwith for that fine ſeat. © I willremove thither,* faid 
he, immediately; and make myſelt ſome recompence, by 
all the means that art can deviſe, for that cruel, lung 
trance, which overpowered ine ſo unicafonably ; I hope I 
mall not be viſited by another tor thele fifty or ſixty years 
at lcaſt. | 

Hi'-m's diligence kept pace with his lord's impatience; 
he got every thing in readineſs for his reception at his ru- 
ral manſion j and to avoid the notice which might be ta- 
ken of ſo numerous a ſeraglio, and ſuch a train of domeſe 
tics, the prudent Halem adviſed that hey ſhould ſet out 
and travel by night. This precaution, ' ſaid he, © will 
prevent the malice of your enemies from making ill- na- 
tured repreientations of your conduct to the fultan; and 
as you yourſelf are ſuppoſed by every body in Ormuz ta 
have laboured under a long and painful illneſs, I think, 
to give colcur to this report, it would be molt adviſeable 
for you to be carried in a litter.” As Nourjahad Joved 
his eaſe, he readily enbuzh confented to this prop ſal; and 
in this manner luffered htimlielt to be conveyed to his new 
habitation. On his arrival, he ſound Ha'i-m had not exag- 
gerated in his deſcription of this place. The houſe, or ra- 
ther palace, tor ſuch it might he called, infinitely exceeded 
his expectations; but , above all, the gardens were ſo delici- 
ous, that his ſenſes were rzviſhed with delight: he declar- 

ed, that thoſe manſions of joyoc evared for the reception 
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of the faithful could not exceed them; and, forgetting 
that this paradiſe was to he his priſon, he ordered that a 
pavilion of light brecade ſhould be reared for him in the 
midſt of his garden, where he purpoſed to enjoy the cool 
hours of the evening, amidit the noiſe of falling waters, 
and the wild notes of innumerable birds who had taken 
up their reſidence in this terreſtrial paradile. | 
Behold him now once more in the poſlſeſſion of every 
thing for which the heart of man, in the wildeſt wiſhes 
of Epicurean phrenzy, could pant. He gave the reins to 
his p.iſions ; he again became the ſlave ot voluptuous ap- 
petites ; he ſubmitted a ſecond time to the power of brau- 
ty ; he invented new modes of luxury; and his delightful 
abode become the [cence of every licenticus pleature. 
The delicacres and profuſion in which he himſelf wal- 
lowed, made him forget that there were wants or mite- 
ries among his fellow creatures; and, as he had but lit- 
tle intercourſe with mankind, except with thoſe who flat. 
tered his follies, or adminiſtered to his looſe pleaſures, he 
became hardened to the ſocial affections; he ceaſed to re- 
lieve the poor, becauſe they never came in his way; and, 
with a heart naturally generous and benevolent, he lived 
only for h'mſelf. 
Immerſed in ſenſual gratifications, he loſt all reliſh for 
any others. The poets and ſages, whom he entertained 


in his houſe, began to grow irk ſome to him: he derided | 


the wiidom and philoſophy of the latter; and, if they at- 
tempted to entertain him with learned or grave diſcourſes, 
he laughed at them; and, at length, thinking their com- 
pany tedious, he turned them out of his houſe. 

His bards would have ſhared the ſame fate, if they had 
not, by a tunely addreſs, rendered their art ſubſervient to 
his depraved inclinations. They conpoled nothing but 
pieces filled with adulation on himſelf, or light verſes in 
praiſe of one or other of his miſtreſſes; theſe were ſet to 
melting airs, and ſung accomps1ic4 by the Jute. 

Thus did Nourjahad paſs his days. Every riſing fun 
beheld ſome freſh outrage on the laws of temperance and 
decency ; and the ſhades of every night deſcended on his 
wnatoned offences. 
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The delighttul ſeaſon of the year, winged with plea- 
ſures, was now almoſt fled, when one of the moſt extra- 
vagant projects came into the head of Nourjahad that ever 
entered the imagination of min. 

As tbe gardens ot his palace were exccedingly delict. 
ous, he vainly fancied that they mult be very like the re- 
gions of Paradiſe, (where all good Muflchnen are received 
atter death;) and that in order to make tac refemblince 
perfectly complete, he would cauie the women of his lee 
raglio to perionate the Houris, thote beautiiul vugins 
who are given as a reward to all true believers. He Him- 
felt would needs reprelent Mahumet 3 and one of nis 
miſtreſies whom he loved bett, and.who was indeed the 
handfomeſt of them, he would have to appear under the 
name and character of Cadiga, the favourite wite of the 
great Prophet. The idea, wild and protane as it was, 
was notwithſtanding readily adopted by all the people 
about him, no one pieſuming to diipute his will, Nor 
were the women on this occaſion much diſinclincd to do 
ſo, as it ſerved them for a very ayreeable amuſeiment. 

Some debates however arole among them on account 
of the dreſles proper to be worn on this occaſion, as none 
of them remembcred to have read in the Koran what ſort 
of habits the Houris wore ;z and lome ol the ladies gave 
it as their opin,en, that thole beautics went naked, 

Atter many diſputes on the ſubject, however, they 
{truck a fort of medium, and agreed to be attired in looſe 
robes of the thinneit Perſian gauze, with chaplets of 
flowers on their heads. 

Nourjahad approved of the invention, and gave orcers 
to Halem to prepare for this celcitial maiquerade with all 
poſſible diligence; charging him to leave nothing out that 
could render the entertainment worthy of Mabomet himſelf. 

Neither art nor expxnce were ſpared on this extracrdi- 
nary occaſion. He gave commandment that the toun- 
tains which adorncd his garden ſliculd be fo contrived, 
that, inſtead of water, they ſhould pour forth milk and 
wine; that the fealons ſhould be anticipated, and the 
early fraprance ot the Ipring ſhould be united with the 
more vivid colours of the glowing ſummer. In ſhot, 
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44 HiSTORY OF NOURJAHAD. 
that fruits, bloſſoms, and flowers, ſhould at once unite 
their various beauties, to embelliſh this terreſtrial paradilc, 

The diligence oi Haſem was lo active, that every thing 
was got in readineſs, even ſooner than Nourjahad expect- 
ed. He deſcended into his garden to take a ſurvey ot the 
wondrous preparations ; and, finding all exactly to his 
mind, he gave orders to his women to hold themſelves 
prepared to act their parts; telling them, that on that 
very evening he would give :hema foretaſte of the raviſhing 
pleaſures they were to cnjoy in the happy regions of light. 

The weather was extremely hot; and Nourjahad, in 
order to take a view of the magnificent decorations, hav- 
ing fatigued himſelf with wandering through nis clyſium, 
retired to his apartment, and threw himielt down on a 
ſopha, with intent to take a ſhort repoſe, the better to pre- 
pare himſelf for the exceſſes of the night; leaving orders 
with Haſem and Cadigatoawake him from fle-p betore ſun- 
ſet. Nourjahad, however, opened his eyes without any one 
having reuzed him from his ſlumbers; when perceiving 
that the day was almoſt cloſed, and finding that his com- 
mands had been neglected, he flew into a violent paſſion, 
ſuſpecting that his women had prevailed on Hatem to 
grant them this opportunity, while he ſlept, of indulging 
themſclves in liberties without that reltraint to which 
they were accuſtomed in his preſence. 

Enraged at the thought, he reſolved to have them called 
before him; and after ievezely reprimanding them, and 
puniſhing Haſem proport:onally to his tault, to have his 
women all locked up, and poſtpone his feſtivity till he 
was in a better humon: to relith at. 

Impatient, and even furious at his diſappointment, he 
ſtamped on the floor with his foot; when immediately a 
black eunnch preſented himſelf at the door. Go, ſaid 
he, his words almoſt choaked with indignaticn, go and bid 
my women, one and all, haſten diretiy into my preſence.” 

The ſlave retired in retpecttul ſilence; and preſently 
after all the ladies of his ſeraglio entered his apartment. 
They were, according to the cuſtom, covered with veils; 
but, on appearing in their lord's prelence, they threw 
them off, But, O Heaven! what was Nourjahad's an- 
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ger and aſtoniſhment, when, inſtead of the beautiful 
Houris whom he expected to fee, he beheld a train of 
wrinkled and detormed old hags! | 

Amizment and rage for a while ſuſpended the power 
of ſpeech: when the foremoſt of the old women approach- 
ing, and offe:ing to embrace him, he thruſt her rudely 
from him—* Dceteftable fiend!“ laid he, * whence this 
preſumption ? Where are my ſlaves? Where is Haſem, 
and the women of my teraglio? The traitoreſſes! they 
ſhall pay dearly for thus abuſing my induigence.” 

The old women at this all tell upon their faces to the 
ground; but the firſt who had advanced addrefling her- 
ſelt to ſpeak—* Avaunt!* cried Nourjahad, * begone, 
wretches, and rid my fight of ſuch hideous aſpects.“ 

Alas, my bord!” replied the cid woman, © have you 
entirely forgotten me? has time left no traces to remind 
you of your once beloved Cadiga?'—-* Cadiga ! thou 
Cadiga? Do not provoke me,” ſaid Nourjahad, or, by 
Allah, DI ſpurn thee with niy foot.“ 

The old women now all ſet up a lamentable cry: 
* Milerable wretches that we are, ſaid they, beating their 
withered breaſts, © it had been h:ppy for us if we had all 
died in our youth, rather than have thus out-lived our 
lord's affections !'—* Evil betide ye, ſaid Nourjahad, 
* who in the name of deformity are ye all?* Hereupon 
the beidames cried out, with one voice, Your miſtreſſes ! 
the once admired and beloved partners. of your bed; but 
the relentleſs hand of time has made ſuch cruelravages on 
our charms, that we do not wonder thou ſhouldit find it 
impoſſible to recollect us.“ : 

Nourjahad no began to ſuſpe*t that he had been over- 
powered by a ſecond trance. * Why, how long, in the 
devil's name, have I then flept}* ſaid he. 
and eleven moons,* anſwered the lady who called herſelf 
Cadiga. . Thou lieſt, I am ſure, ſaid Nourjahad, * ior 
it appears to me but as yeſterday ſince I ordered thee (it 
thou really art Cadiga) to awake me at a certain hour, 
that I might enjoy the glorious entertainment prepared 

tor me in the gardens of the Houris,' 

* I do remember it,” ſaid Cadiga, * and we your faith» 
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fu) ſlaves were to perſonate thoſe beautiful virgins. Alas, anc 
alas! we are not now fit to repreſent thoſe daughters of wh 
Paradiie!— Thou art fitter, faid Nourjahad, © to re. cati 
reſent the furies. I teil thee again, it cannot be many hon 
hours fince I fir“ fell into a ſlumber.” ed, | 
© It may well ſeem ſo, aniwered Cadiga, “buried as cou! 
your ſentes have been in forgetfulnels, and every faculty port 
conſia ned to oblivion, that the interval of time io paſſad the 
mult be quite annihilated ; yet it is molt certain that you neve 

| hav ſlept as long as I tell you.” 0 
Nourjahad upon this examined the faces of the old wo- crue 
men one after the other, but finding them ſo totally di- volus 
ferent from what they once were, he ſwore that he did not Ce? 


believe a word they ſaid. Thou Cadiga!* ſaid he, © the W your 
black-browed Cadiga, whoſe enchanting ſmiles beguilel WM fem, 
all heatts, thou art wondrouſly like her I contels !' have 
© Yet, that I am that identical fair one, anſwered ſhe, WW ped y 
J ſhall be able to convince you, from a remarkable ſig- thing 
nature which I bear on my boſom, and which ſtill remains, been: 
though the reſt of my perlon is ſo entirely changed.” thoug 
Saying this, ſhe uncovered her brealt, on which the ſervic; 
Kgure of a role-bud was delineated by the hand of nature. was h 


Nourjahad well remembered the mark; he had once Te 
thought it a beauty, and made it the ſubject of an amorous © Hi 
ſonnet, when the boſem of the fair Cadiga was as white weigh 
and as imooth as alabaſter. per viſl 


Convinced by this proof, that theſe women were realh eis at ti 


what they pretended to be, Nourjahad could not conceal his whilpe 
vexation. By the Temple of Mecca," laid he, this Ge: very w 
nius of mine is no better than he ſhould be, and I begi time, . 
to ſuſpect he is little leſs than an evil ſpirit, or he could nol The G 
thus take delight in perſecuting me for nothing.” miſe; f 
© Ah, my lord,” ſaid Cadiga, © 1 am not ignorant of th as vige 
ftrange fate by which your lite is governed. Haſem, youll thanks 
faithful Haſem, communicated. the ſecret to me with hi conſcjor 
dying breath. Is Haſem dead ?* cried Nourjahad, * 6 My 
is, my lord, anſwered Cadiga, and ſo is the worthy Zam which en 
grad. What is become of my ſon?” ſaid Nourjahad I ready ha 


© I hope he has not ſhared the ſame fate? It were bei tan, you 
ter that he had, replied Cadiga, for it is now ſome 11 loner; y 
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and twenty years ſince he ran away from the governor in 
whoſe hands the wiſe Haſem had placed him for his edu- 
cation; and, having in vain endeavoured to prevail on that 
honeſt man to bury you, that, giving out you were deceaſ- 
ed, he might take poſſeſſion of all your wealth; finding he 
could not ſucceed in his unnatural deſign, he took an op- 
portunity of breaking _ your cabinet, and ſecuring all 
the treaſure he could find, ſtole ſecretly away, and has 
never been heard of ſince. 

© Ungrateful viper! exclaimed Nourjahad ; © and thou, 
cruel Genius, thus to embitter a lite, which was thy own 
voluntary gift; for thou cameſt to me unaſked.” 

Had not, proceeded Cadiga, myſelf and the reſt of 
your women cenlented to give up all our jewels to Ha- 
lem, v. ho turned them into money, we mult long ere this 
have been reduced to want; for your unworthy ton ſtrip. 
ped you of all your wealth. but Haſem conducted every 
thing with the ſame regularity and care as if you had 
been awake, diſcharging ſuch of your domeſtics as he 
thought unneceſſary, and replacing ſuch as died in your 
ſervice z and it is not many days ince the good old man 
was himſelf ſummoned away by the angel ot death.” 

Teil me, faid Nourjahad, does Schemzeddin ſtill live? 

He does, replied Cadiga; but, bending under the 
weight of age and infirmities, he is become ſo intolerably 
peeviſh, that no one dares to ſpeak to him, Indeed, he 
is at times ſo fantaſtical and perverſe, that it is ſecretly 
whiſpered he is net perfectly in his ſenſes.— It may 
very well be, ſaid Nourjahad, that he is doating by this 
time, for he cannot be much leſs than ſeventy years old, 
The Genius has in this article been faithful to his pro- 
miſe; for I, though nearly of the ſame age, find myſelf 
as vigorous and healthy as ever; but I give him little 
thanks for this, ſeeing he has defrauded me of ſuch an un- 
conſciĩonable portion of my lite.” 

My lord,” ſaid Cadiga, there is one circumſtance 
which may in ſome meaſure reconcile you to what has al- 
ready happened. You know, by the ſcverity of the ſul- 
tan, you have been the greateſt part of your days a pri- 
loner; which condition, _ it might have been al- 
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kv:ated by the pleatures which ſurrounded you, muſt ne- 
verthelels have by this time grown exccedingly irkſome, 
had you al! the while been ſenſible of your re#traint ; and 
you would now prcbably have been io pailed with the 
repetition of the ſame enjoyments, that I know not whe- 
ther your good Genius has not, irfſtead of cruelty, ſhewn 
an extrem in ulgence, in rendering you ſor ſuch a num. 
ber of years unconſcious of your misfortune ; eſpecially 
as the ſultan, by what I learnt from Hatem, has, not- 
withitenling the length of time ſince he firſt deprived you 
of your liberty, never reverſed the barbarous lentence,” 

© What thou haſt laid has ſome colour, 1ep:ied Neur. 
jahad, © and I am very much inclined to think thou haſt 
hit upon the truth. Sage Cadiga, purtued he, what 
thou haſt loft in beauty, thou haſt gained in wiſdom; and, 
though 1 can no longer regard thee with tenderncis, I 
will {tiIl' retain thee im my ſervice, and conſtitute thee 
governeſs over my female ſlaves; for I muſt have my ſe- 
raglio ſupplied with a new race of beauties. For the reſt 
of thoſe hags, as I do not know.of any thing they are 
now good tor, I deſire tc ſer them no more. Be gone, 
ſaid he to them; © I ſhal give orders to Cadiga concern- 
ing you,” 

When Nourjahad was left alone, he began ſeriouſly to 
reflect on his condition. How unhappy Jam, ſaid he, 
© thus to find my ſelf at once deprived of every thing that 
was dear to me; my two faithful friends, Haſem and 
Zamgrad ; all the blooming, beauties of my ſeraglio, who 
uled to delight my eyes; but, above all, my fon, whoſe 
ingratitude and cruelty picrces me more deeply than all 
my other loſſes; and chat rigid ſpirit who prefides over 
my life, to take advantage of thoſe hours of intenſibility, 
to deprive me of all my comforts! Yet, why do I re- 
proach my protector for that? the ſame ills might have 
befallen me, had the progreſs of my lite been conducted 
by the common laws of nature. I mult have ſeen the 
death of my ſriends, and they might poſſibly have been 
ſnatched from me in a manner equally ſudden and ſur- 
priſing as their Joſs now appears. 

My women, had I ſeen them every day, muſt necef- 
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farily by this time have grown old and diſguſtful to me; 
and I ſhould certainly betore now have diſcarded two or 


three generations of beauties. My ſon, too, would, in 
his heart, have been the ſame thankle(s and perhdious 
creature that he has now (hewn himſelt, had the eye of 
watchtul authority been conſtantly open on his conduct; 
and there is only this difference, perhaps, between me 
and every other parent, that I have lived to ſee my of- 
ſpring trampling on filial duty, riotoully feizing on my 
wealth, leaving my family to poverty, and not i much 
as beſtowing a grateful thought on him who gave uim 
beirg, and by whote ſpoils he is enriched ; wile other 
fathers, deceived by a tpecious out ſide, in the tull per- 
ſuaſion of the piety, juſtice, and aftection of their cuil- 
dren, have deicended to the grave in peace; while their 
heirs, with as little remorſe as my gracelels child, have 
laughed at their memories, | 

© I ſee it is in vain,” proceeded he, © to eſcape the mi- 
ſeries that are allotted to human life. Fool that I was 
to ſubject myſeif to them mate by ten thouſand fold than 
any other can poſſibly experience !—But flop, Nourjahad, 
how weak are thy complaints! thou knoweltt the condi 
tions of thy exiltence, and that thou mult of neceſlity be- 
hold the decay and diflolution ot every thing that is mor- 
tal; take comfort, then, and do not imbitter thy days by 
melancholy reflections, but reſolve tor the future to I. t 
no events diſturb thy peace, icize every fleeting joy as 
it paſſes, and let variety be thy heaven, for thou lecft 
there is nothing permanent,” 

As Nourjahad was never uſe:!, but on occaſions of 
dictreſs, to make ule of his reaſon or philotophy, he no 
ſooner found an alleviation of the evil, than ne put them 
both to flight, as impertinent intruders. He did not 
therefore long diſturb himiclf with diſagreeable refte&- 
tions, but relolved as ſoon as poſſible to retun to thoſe 
pleaſures which he thought conſtituted the felicity of 
man's lite, He gave himſelf but little concern about thote 


treaſures of which his lon had robbed him; knowing he had 
an inexhauſtible fund of wealth, of which, agrecably to 
tae Geaius's pro:nile, he could not be deprived. 
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From Cadiga he learnt that his houſe at Ormuz was 
in the ſame condition he had lett it ; Haſem having taken 
care to place a diligent and faithtul ſervant there, on 
whom he might rely with equal ſecurity as on himſelf: 
© And he had the farther precaution,” added Cadiga, 
© not long before his death, to ſolicit, through Zamgrad's 
means, the ſultan's permiſſion for your return thither. 
© This,” (:..4 he,“ may be neceſſary, in caſe our lord 
awakes before Schemzeddin's deceaſe, and thould have a 
deſire to quit this place, he may do it without the trou- 
ble of a freſh application.“ 

And has the ſultan granted this ?* cries Nourjahad. 

© He has, anſwered Cudiga, © as a matter of great in- 
dulgenee: for having, as he ſaid, heard that your pro- 
fuſion was unbounded, finding there were no hopes of 
reclaiming you, he had determined to confine you for the 
remainder of your life; with this liberty, however, that 
you might make choice either of this palace, or your houſe 
at Ormuz, for your priſon.” 

Fool, ' cried Nourjahad, he little imagines how im- 
pro are his threats, when he ſpeaks of confining me for 
ife! T would, however, he were dead, that I mignt be rid 
of this irk ſome reſtraint ; but it cannot laſt much longer, 
for the days of Schemzeddin muſt needs draw towards a 
period. I will not, meanwhile, beſtow any farther thought 
on him, but avail myſelt of that liberty which he has al- 
lowed me, and return to Ormuz ; for I am weary of this 
ſolitude, ſeeing I have loſt every thing that could render 
my retirement agreeable. Do thou, ſaid he, ſee that 
every thing is prepared for my reception. I would have 
my ſeraglio filled once more, otherwiſe my houſe, when I 
enter it, will appear a deſart to me, and I ſhall be at a 
loſs how to divert the tedious hours which may yet remain 
of my confincement. I will depend on thy experience and 
{kill in beauty, to make choice of ſuch virgins as you think 
will well ſupply the place of thoſe I have loſt.— I have 
a friend,* ſaid Cadiga, a merchant, who deals in female 
ſlaves; and he has always ſuch a number, that it will be 
eaſy to ſelect from among them ſome whoſe charms cannot 
fail to pleaſe you. I will order him to repair to your houſe, 
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ard bring with him a collection of the rareſt beauties he 
has in his poilefhon ; you may then chuſe for yourſelt.“ 

© Be it ſo, {aid Nourjahad; I leave tlie conduct of 
every thing to thee : if I approve of the damfls, I ſhall 
not ſcruple at any price tor their purchaſe.” The day be- 
ing come for his return to Ormuz, full of pleaſing eager- 
neſs to hehoid the divine creatures which he was told 
waited his arrival, he ſet out with a ſplendid £quipage 
but had the mortiiication to behold his chariot {urround- 
ed by a party of the ſultan's guards, with drawn fabres in 
their hands, to repreſs the curioſity of thoſe who might ap- 
proach the chariot to gaze at the perſon who was cor duc- 
ted in ſo unuſual a manner. I could yell exculethis part 
of my retinuc, . {aid Nourj had, as he paſſed along; but 
there is no reſiſting the commands of this whimſical old 
fellow Schemzeddin,* Being thus conducted to his houlſe, 
the guards as before polted themſelves round it. 

However chagrined Nourjahad was at this circumſtance, 
he was reſolved it ſhould not interrupt his pleaſures. He 
found the young ſlaves whom C:d:g1 had prepared all 
waiting his arrival. They were richly cloathed, and ſtand- 
ing together in a row in a long gallery through which he 
was to paſs. On his entering, the merchant to whom 
they belonged ordered the women to unveil. Nourjahad 
examined them one atter the other, but none of them pieal- 
ed him. One had features too large, and ancther's were 
too ſmall ; the complexion of this was not brillant, and 
the air of that wanted ſoftneſs ; this damſel was too tall, 
and the next wis ill proportioned. * Dolt thou call theſe 
beauties ?* ſaid Now'1had, angrily. By my life they 
are a pack of as awkward damſels as ever I beheld.” 

* Surely, my lord,” cried the merchant, you do not 
ſpeak as you think. Theſe young maids are allowed by 
all good judges to be the mott pertect beauties that ever 
were ſeen in Perſia: the ſultan himſelf has none equal to 
them in his ſeraglio,'—* I tell thee, man, laid Nourja- 
had, they are not worthy even to wait on thoſe of waom 
I mylelf was formerly malter.'—* I know not that, my 
lord, an{wered the merchant ; © but this I am {ure of, 
that Ican have any lum which I ſhall demand for their 
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purchaſe.*—-* Then thou maſt carry them to ſome other 
market, cried Nourjahad, for to me they appear fit for 
nothing but ſlaves.“ Cadiga, who was preſent, now tak - 
ing Nourjahad aſide, faid—* Theſe, my lord, theſe dain- 
lels are leis charming than thoſe of which you were for- 
merly poſſeſſed; but the taſte for beauty is quite altered 
fince that time: you may aflure yourſelf that none will be 
offered to your acceptance that will exceed theſe. Were 
I and my companions, whom you once fo much admired, 
to be reftored to our youth again, we ſhould not now be 
looked upon; ſuch is the fantaſtic turn of the age. 

© If this be fo,” ſaid Nourjahad, © I ſhall be very un- 
faſhionable in my amours; for the preſent, however, I 
ſhall content myſelf with ſome of the moſt tolerable of theſe 
maidens, tijl I have time and opportunity of ſupplying my- 
ſelf with better. Saying this, he ſelected half a dozen of 
thoſe young ſlaves whom he thought the moſt agreeable ; 
and having paid the merchant what he demanded for them, 
diſmiſſed the reſt. Nourjehad having now once more el- 
tabliſhed his houſhold, and perceiving that theſe damſels, 
upon a longer acquaintance, were really amiable, expected 
to find himielt reſtored to his former contentment and ala- 
crity of ſpirits ; but in this he was deceived : he was ſeiz- 
ed with a laſſitude that rendered his days tireſome. The 
vacancy he found in his heart was inſupportable : ſur- 
rounded by new faces, he ſaw nobody for whom he could 
entertain either love or friendſhip. © This is a comfort- 
leſs life,” would he exclaim to himſelf ; © yet how often, 
during the date of my exiſtence, mult this fituation, me- 
lancholy as it is, recur to me! A friend ſhall no ſooner be 
endeared to me by long experience of kindneſs and fide- 
lity, without which it is impoſſible I ſhould regard him, 
than death will deprive me of him, as it has already done 
of Haſem and Zamgrad : and how many bright eyes am L 
doomed to (ee for ever cloſed, or, what is as mortifying, 
to behold their faded luſtre ! There is but one way, ſau 
he, to guard againſt thoſe evils. I will no more con- 
tract friendſhips among men; nor ever again ſuffer my 
mind to be ſubdued by female charms: I will confound 
all dif. inction by variety, nor permit one woman to en- 
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groſs my heart; for I find by fad experience, even after 
ſuch an amazing length of time, that the bare idea of my 
dear Mandana inſpires me with more tendernels than ever 
I experienced from the fondeſt blandiſhments ot all the 
beauties I have ſince poſſeſſed.” 

Nourjahad endeavoured to baniſh thoſe melzncholy 
thoughts by others more agreeable ; but he had no re- 
ſources within himſelf; he had nothing to reflect on from 
which he could derive any ſatis faction. My lite,“ ſaid 
he, appears like a dream of pleaſure, that has paſſed 
away without leaving any ſubſtantial effects; and I am 
even already weary of it, though in fact, notwithſtand- 
ing my advanced age, I have enjoyed it but a ſhort: 
time, dating from that period whence my immortality 
commenced.” 

He tried to read, to divert his diſtempered thoughts; 
but from books he could receive no entertainment. It 
he turned over the pages of philoſophers, moraliſts, or 
expounders of the myſteries of his religion, What have 
I to do with thy tedious leflons, or dry precepts ?* faid 
he: © thou writelt to men like thyſelf, ſubject to mor- 
tality ; thou teacheſt them how to live, that they may 
learn how to die ; but what is this to me? as I am not 
ſabje& to the latter, thy advice can be of little u to me 
in regard to the former. — He had next recourſe to the 
poets; but their works gave him as little pleaſure as the 
others. Abſorbed as he had been in the groſſer pleaſures 
of ſenſe, he had loſt thoſe fine feelings which conſti- 
tute that delicate and pleaſing perception we have of ſuch 
images as are addreſſed to the heart. He knew the falla- 
cy, and even eſſence, of all ſenſual enjoyments ; and to 
the moſt warm deſcription of love, and the molt pathetic 
pictures of grief, he was equally inſcnüble.—“ Poor 
wretches, ſaid he, on reading a fine elegy written by a 
lover on the death of his miſtreſs ? © doomed as thou wert 
to a ſhort {pan of life and a narrow circle of enjoyments, 
thou magnifieſt every thing within thy confined ſphere: 
one ſingle object having engroſſed thy whole heart, and 
inſpired thee with tranſports, thou doſt immortalize her 
charms. Her death, deſpairing to ſupply her place, fall 
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ed thy eyes with ars, an taagly tec io record thy 
own torrows with her praiſes, I partake not ot thy ple. 
ſures or thy pains; none but ſuch as are liable to the 
ſame fate can be affected by thy fentimcnts.* 

When he read of the death of heroes and kings, and 
the deltruction of cities, or the revolution of empires, 
* How circumſcribed, {aid hz, is the knowledge vi a 
paltry hiſtorian! who is at the pains of collecting the 
ſcanty materiais which a lite of torty or fitty years per- 
haps affords him; and then he makes a mighty parade 
of learning, with the poor pittance for which he has been 
drudging all his days. How infinitely ſuperior will my 
fund ot i, formation be, who ſhall my ſelf be an eve-wit - 
neis to events as extraordinary as thele, and numbered 
a thouſ ini times over; fr, doubtleſs, the tame things 
which have happened will happen again. What cunoh- 
ty can you inzite in me, who ſhall infallibly fee the 
ſame chain of cauſes and effects take place over and over 
again in the vaſt round of eternity?“ 


The accounts of travellers, delcriptions of the man- 


ners and cuttoms of various countries, and books of geo- 
graphy, afforded him a little more entertainment. All 
theſe places, laid he, I ſhall viſit in my own proper 
perſon, and ſhall then be able to judge whether thete ac- 
counts are juſt.— While he cndeavoured to fil up the 
vacuity he tound in his mind, his time was ſpent at beſt 
but in a fort of infipid tranquillity. The voluptuary 
has no tate for mental plealur:s.— He every now and 
tuen returned to his former exceſſes; but he had not the 
ſame reliſh for them as before: faticty fucceeded every 
enjoyment. In vain did his ſlaves torture their invention 
to procure new delights for him: the powers of luxury 
were exhauſted, and his appetites palled with abundance, 
He grew peevith, moroſe, tyrannical ; cruelty took poſ- 
ſeſſion of his breaſt 5 he abuſed his women and beat his 
ſlaves; and ſeemed to enjoy no ſatisfaction but that of 
tormenting others. In vain did the prudent Cadiga, who 
had till ſome little influence over him, expoſtulate with 
him on the enormity of his behaviour, 

How darelt thou, ſaid he, preſume to dictate to chy 
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maſter, or to cenſure his conduct! To whom am I ac- 
countable for my actions? To God and our prophet,” 
anſwered Cadiga, firmly. Thou lyett,“ faid be: 
as I am exempt from death, I can never be brought 
to judgment; what, then, have I to tear trom the reſent- 
ment, or hope from the favour, of the powers whom 
thou nainelt :“ Bur halt thou no regard, ſaid Cadiga, 
© for the laws of ſociety, nor pity tor the ſufferings of 
thy fellow-creatmes, whom thou makeſt to groan every 
day under thy cruelty ?*—* Fooliſh woman,” ſaid Nour- 
jahad, £ doſt thou talk to ime of laws, who think myſelt 
bound by none? Civil and religious laws are to inter- 
woven, that you cannot pluck out a fingle thread with- 
out ſpoiling the whole texture; and if I cut the woot, 
thinkeſt thou that I will ſpare the weft, when I can do 
it with impunity ? The privilege of immortality which 
I enjoy would be beſtowed on me to little purpoſe, it I 
were to ſuffer the weak prejulices of religion, in which 
I am no way concerned, to check me in any of my pur- 
ſuits. And what can the teeble laws of man do? My life 
they cannot reach.'—" Yet thou art a priloner notwith- 
ſtanding, ' anſwered Cadiga. True, replied Nourja- 
had; © but even in my confinements I am ſurfeited with 
delights. Schemzeddin's death muſt ſoon give me that 
liberty which, conſidering the race of uncontrolled tree- 
dom I have before me, 1 do not now think worth at- 
tempting : I ſhall then expatiate freely all over the globe. 
Meanwhile I tell thee, woman, I am weary of the dull 
round of reiterated enjoyments which are provided for 
me; my ſenſual appetites are cloyed; I have no taſte for 
intellectual pleaſures ; and I have recourſe to thoſe which 
* the malevolent paſſions.— Thou art not fit to 
ive,“ cried Cadiga, with a warmth of which ſhe had 
cauſe to repent, for Nourjahad, enraged at her reply, 
plucked a poniard from his girdle—* Go tell thy pro- 

het ſo, ſaid he, and plunged it into the fide of the un- 
ortunate ſlave,” who fell at his feet weltering in blood. 
The brutal Nourjakad, ſo far from being moved with 
this ſpectacle, turned trom her with indifference ; and, 
quitting the chamber, entered the apa taients of his wo- 
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men, to whom, with barbarous mirth, he related what he 
had done. Though he had now loſt all reliſh for deli. 
cate pleaſures, or even for the more groſs enjgyments ot 
ſenſe, he nevertheleſs indulged himſell in them to excels; 
and knowing he was not accountable to any one for the 
death of his flave, he thought no more of Cadiga ; but, 
after a day ſpent in extravagant debauchery, ſunk to re- 
poſe. But his eyes were opened to a different ſcene from 
that on which he had cloſed them, He no ſooner awoke 
than he perceived a man fitting at his bed's foot, who 
ſeemed to be plunged in forrow ;z he l:aned penſively on 
his arm, holding a handkerchtet betore his eyes. 

What mockery is this?* ſaid Nourjahad : * didft 
thou ſuppoſe me dead; and art thou come to mourn over 
me ?*—* Not fo, my lord,” replied the man; I knew 
that you ſtill lived : but the ſultan is dead; the good 
Schemzedfiin is no more !'—* I am glad oi it,” replied 
Nourjahad ; I tt all now obtain my liberty. Who then 
is to reign in Ormuz ?*— Doubtleſs, my lord,” anl- 
wered the man, the prince Schemerzad, the eldeſt fon 
of Schemzeddin.'—* Thou raveſt, cried Nourj had: 
Schemzeddin has no fun.*—* Pardon me, my lord,” ſaid 
the man; the ſultana Nourmal.al was delivered of this 
prince the very hour on which the uniortunate Cadiga 
died by your hand,'—* Thou art infolent,” replied Nour- 
jahad, to mention that circumſtance ; but if fo, we 
have indeed got a very young ſucceſſor to the throne.'— 
© My lord, anſwered the man, Schemerzad is allowed to 
be one of the mott accompliſhed and wile young princes in 
all Perſia.— That is marvellous, cried Noutrjaba.i, 
burſting into a fic of laupliter : a ſultan of tour and twenty 
hours old mutt needs be wondroufly wile and accom- 
pliſhed l: Nay, my lord, replied the man, * the prince 
is this day exactly twenty yeurs of age." 

Nourjahad, on hearing this, locked in the face of the 
man, whom, trom his dreis, ſuppoſing he had been one 
of his fiaves, he had not regarded before, but now, per- 
ceived he was a ſtranger. Twenty years old!” cried 
he, ſtarting up; © thou doſt not tell me tol'—* Maſt cer- 
tain,* ſaid the man: Schemzeddin was fo far advanced in 
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years before the birth of the prince, that he deſpaired of 
ever having a child; yet had the righteous monarch the 
latistaction to ſec his beloved ton arrived at manhood, 
and aclorned with ſuch virtues as made him worthy to 
fill his farther's throne.—“ When did the old ſultan 
die?“ cried Nourjahad, His funcral obſequies were 
performed laſt night, anſwered the man; * and the peo- 
ple oft Ormuz have not yet wiped the tears from their 
eyes. —“ It ſhould ſeem, then, ſaid Nourjahad, that 
I have flept about twenty years! if to, prithee, who 
art thou? for I do not remember ever to have ſeen thy 
face before.'*—* My name, anſwered the ſtranger, is 
Cozro, and I am the brother of Cadiga, that faithful 
creature whom thy ungoverned fury deprived of life.“ 
— How dareſt thou mention her again?“ cried Nour- 
jahad ; © art thou not afraid to ſhare the ſame fate thy- 
ſelf for thy preſumption ?'—* I do not value my life,“ 
anſwered Cozro : © having acquitted mylelt well of my 
duty here, I am ſure of my reward in thole bleſſed man- 
ſions were avarice, luxury, cruelty, and pride can never 
enter. Strike then, Nourjahad, if thou dateſt ; diſmiſs 
me to endleſs and uninterrupted joys; and live thyſelf 
a prey to remorſe and diſappointment, the flave of paſ- 
ſions never to be gratified, and a ſport to the viciſſitudes 
of fortune.*—Nourjahad was confounded at the un- 
daunted air with which Cozro pronounced theſe words; 
he trembled with indignation, but had not courage to 
ſtrike the unarmed man who thus inſulted him: where- 
fore, diſſembling his anger—* I ſee, ſaid he, that thou 
partakeſt of thy ſiſter Cadiga's ſpirit: but, anſwer me, 
How cameſt thou hither; and in what condition are 
the reſt of my family 7?— I will tell thee,* anſwered 
Cozro. When Cadiga found herſelf dying ſhe ſent for 
me: I was then a page to one of the emirs of Schem- 
zeddin's court, She made me kneel by her bed-fide, 
and take a ſolemn oath to pertorm with fidelity and ſe- 
crecy what ſhe ſhould enjoin me. She then told me the 
lecret of your life, and conjured me to watch and attend 
you carefully.“ I have hitherto,” ſaid ſhe, © had the 
condutt of his houſe ; do you ſupply my place; and do not 
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let Nourjahad, when he awakes trom his trance, be ſen- 
ſible of the loſs of the unfortunate Cadiga.“ 

© She then called in your principal flaves, and deli- 
vering to me in their preſence the keys with which you 
had entruſted her, ſhe told them they were henceforth 
to obey me, as they had done her.“ Tell my lord,” 
ſaid ſhe to me, ** that I forgive him the death which his 
cruelty inflicted on a woman who loved him to the lateſt 
minute of her life.” In pronouncing theſe words ſhe 
expired. I knew not till then,” purſued Cozro, 
that thou hadſt been the murderer of my ſiſter; but ſhe 
was no ſooner dead, than the ſlaves informed me of the 
manner of her death. My reſentment againſt thee was pro- 

rtioned to the horror of thy guilt; and had I thrown 
myſelf at tHe feet of Schemzeddin, and implored jufticg 
on thy crimes, neither thy riches nor thy immortality 
would have availed thee ; but thou wouldeſt have been 
condemned by a perpetual degree to have languiſhed out 
thy 3 exiſtence in a vile dungeon.” 

And what hindered thee, cried Nourjahad, from 
purſuing thy revenge, ſeeing I was not in a condition 
to reſiſt thee ?*—* My reverence for the oath I had ta- 
ken, anſwered Cozro; and fear of offending the Al- 
mighty !* Nourjahad, at this reply, was ſtruck with a 
ſecret awe which he could not repel : he remained filent 


while Cozro proceeded. * 1 obtained permiſſion of the 


maſter whom I ſerved to lgave him, and entered imme- 
diately on my new employment ; but I found I had un- 
dertaken a difficult taſk, Thou hadſt rendered thyſelt 
ſo odious to thy women, that not one of them retained 
the ſmalleſt degree of love or fidelity towards thee, In 
ſpite of my vigilance, they made thy hated ſeraglio the 
{cene of their unlawful pleaſures ; and, at length, hav- 
ing bribed the eunuchs who guarded them, they all in 
one night fled from thy deteſted walls, taking with them 
the ſlaves who had aſſiſted them in their purpoſe.— 
Pernicious ſpirit,” exclaimed Nourjahad  * are theſe the 
fruits I am to reap from thy fatal indulgence !'—-* The 
reſt of your ſervants,” purſued Cozro, * I endeavoured 


10 keep within the bounds of their duty,'—"" And he. 
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didſt thou ſucceed ?* cried Nourjahad. ut ill,” replied 
Coro: they all declared, that nothing cc uld have ind uc- 
ed them to ſtay ſo long with a maſter of ſo capricious and 
tyrsun, cal a humour, but the luxury and idlenets in which 
thou permĩttedſt them to live z and finding I managed your 
atlairs with ceconcmy, they one after the other left your 
houlte ; neither premiles nor thieats having power to pre- 
vent thoſe who ſtayed long:|t in thy ſervice from following 
the example of the firſt who deterted thee ; fo that I alone 
of all thy numerous houſhold have remained iaithtul to 
thee : I who, of all others, had the moſt reaſon to abhor 
thee! But I have now acquitted my ſelſ of the truſt which 
was repoſed in me, and I leave thee as one ccnderaned to 
wander in an unknown land, where he is to ſeek out for 
new aflcciates, and to endeavour, by the power of gold, 
to bribe that regard fiem men which his own worth cag« 
not precure for him.” 
« Uniortunate wretch that I am!” cried Nourjahad, 
pierced to the quick with what he had juſt been told, 
* what benefit have I hitherto received frum my long lite, 
but that of fechng, by miſerable experience, the ingrati- 
tude and frailty of man's nature! How tranſitory have 
been all my pleaſures! The recollection of them dies up- 
cn my memory, like the departing colours of the rainbow, 
which fade under the eye of the beholder, and leave not 
a trace behind ; while, on the other hand, every cM. &ion 
with which I have been vilted, has imprinted a deep 
and laſting wound in my heart, which nc: even the hand 
of time itſelf has been able to heal.'—* What have thy 
misfortunes been," {aid Cozro, © that are not common to 
all the race of man ?*—* Oh, I have had innumerable 
griefs,” laid Nouijahad. * After a ſhort enjoyment (du- 
ring my tatal flumbgrs) the grave robbed me of Mandana, 
While ſhe was yet in bloom, yruth, and beauty. I lament- 
ed her death; tears and heavineſs of heart were my por- 


tion for many days : yet, remembering that ſorrow would 


not recal the dead, I ſuffered myſelf to be comforted, 
and jought for conſolation in the ſociety of my other wo- 


men, and the fond and innocent care ſſes of an infant fog, 


whom Mandana lett me. Joy and tranquillity reviſusd 
* 
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5 HISTORY OF NOURTAH 4D. 
my dwelling, and new pleaſures courted my acceptance; 
but they again eluded my graip; and in one night (ter 
fo it appeared to me) my ſon, like an unnatural viper, tor- 
getting ail my tenderneſs, plundered and deſerte me. The 
two faiihful trienis in whom I moſt confided, had cloſed 
the ir eyes for ever; and the beauties of my ſcraglio, whom 
I had laſt beheld freſh and charming as the lilies of the 
field, I now {aw deformed with wrinkles, and bending un- 
der the infirmities of age. Yet theſe afflictoins I ſur- 
mounted, and reſolved once more to be happy.'—* And 
wert thou ſo ?* interrupted Cozro.—“ No,” replied Nour. 
jahad; © the treacherous joys deceived me; yet I 1] 
looked forward with hope, but not awake to freſh diſap- 
pointment, I find myſelf abandoned by thoſe whoſe falſe 
profeſſions of love had lulled me into ſecurity, and I rouze 
myſelf like a ſavage beaſt in the defart, whole paths are 
ſhunned by all the children of men '—Nourjahad could 
not conclude this ſpeech without a groan, that ſeemed to 
rend his heart, : 
© As thou art,“ ſaid Cozro, exempt from puniſhment 
hereafter, doſt thou think alſo to eſcape the miſeries of 
this life? Miſtaken man! know, that the righteous Be- 
ing whole ordinances thou deficft, will even here take ven- 
geance on thy crimes. And if thou wilt look back on thy 
paltjlife, thou wilt find (tor I have heard thy ſtory) that eve- 
ry one of thoſe ſeveral ills of which thou comp!aincit, were 
ſent as ſcourges to remind thee of thy duty, and inflicted 
immediately after the.commilſion of lome nutorious breach 
of it. The death of Mandana wos preceded by a bru- 
tal fit of drunkenneſs ; by which, contrary to the laws of 
our prophet, thou didſt fuſfer thy ſelt to be overtak:n. Then 
it was thy good Genius, to puniſh thee, plunged thee in- 
tc that temporary death, from which thou didſt awake to 
grief and diſ:ppointment : but thou madeſt no uſe of the 
admonition, but didſt permit thy ſelf to be again ſwallowed 
up by intemperance; and, not content to tread the ordi- 
nary paths of vice, thou turnedſt out of the road, to the 
commiſſion of a crime to which thou couldſt have no tempt- 
ation but the pride and licentiouineſs of thy heart. Thy 
profanation of our holy religion, in preſuming to perſonate 
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our great prophet, and make thy concubines repreſent the 
virgins of paradiie, was immediately chaſtiled, as it de- 
terved, by a ſecend time depriving thee of thoſe faculties 
which thou dic ſt proſtitute to ſuch vile purpoſes. 

The ills with which thou ſoundeſt thyſelt ſurrounded, 
en awaking from thy trance, ſerved to no other purpoſe 
thun to ſtir up thy reſentment againſt the Power who go- 
verned thy lite: and, inſtead of reforming thy wickednels, 
thou ſoughtelt out new ways of rendering thyleli ſtill more 
obnoxious to the wrath of Heaven. In the wantonneſs 
of thy cruelty, thuu tiainedſt thy hands in blood; in that 
fame night were thy eyclids ſcaled up by the avenging 
hand of thy waichiul Genius! and thy depraved ſenſes 
conſigned for twenty ycar to oblivien! Sc then, ' conti- 
nucd Cozro, * it a life, which is to be a continued round 
of crimes and puniſhinents in alternate ſucceſſion, is a gift 
worthy to be defired by a Wie man? For, allure thytelt, 
O Nourjahad, that by the immutable laws ef Heaven, one 
is to be a conſtant concomitant of the other; and that, ei- 
ther in this world or the next, vice will meet its juit re- 
ward.“ Alas, replied Nowjahad, * thou haſt awakened 
in me a remorſe, of which I was never ſenſible before. 
J look back with ſhame on the detettuble uſe I have made 
of thoſe extraordinary gits vouchiated me by my guardi- 
an fpirit.—What ſhall I ds, O Cuzro! to expiate the of- 
fences I have committed? For tough I have no dread of 
puniſhment hereztter, yet docs taat ætherial ſpark with- 
in inſpire me with ſuch horror for my former crimes, that 
a'l the vain delights which this world can afford me, will 
not reſtore my mind to peice, til, by a ſeries of good ac- 


tions, I have atoned tor my pait oitences,'— If thou 
art ſincere in thy reſolutions, replied Cozro, the means, 
thou knowelt, are amp! / in thy power, Thy riches will ena- 
ble thee to diffuſe bleiſings among mankind z and thou wilt 
find more true luxury in tha, than in all the grat iſicat'ons 
wherewith thou haſt indulged thy appetites.— It ſhall 
be ſo, replied Nourjahid, * my treaiures (hall be open to 
thee, thou venerable old man; and do thou make it thy 
buſineſs to find out proper objects, whereun charity and 
benevolence may exert their utmolt powers, Enquire out 
E 2 
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every family in Ormuz, whom calamity hath overtaken ; 
and, provided they did not bring on their diſtreſſes by tuctr 
own wiltul miſconduR, reſtore them to proſperity. S-cx 
out the helpleſs and the innocent; and, by atimelyſupply ot 
their wants, ſecure them againſt the attacks of poverty, or 
temptation of vice. , Search for ſuch as you think have ta- 
lents which will render them uſeful to ſociety, but who, 
for want of the goods of fortune, are condemned to obſcu- 
rity ; relieve their neceſſities, and enable them to aniwer 
the purpoles tor which nature deſigned them. Find out 
merit wherever it lies concealed, whether withheld from 
the light by dithtence,, chained down and-clogged by ad- 
verſity, oblcured by malice, or overborne by power ; litt it 
up from the duſt, and let it ſhineconſpicuous to the world. 

© Glorious talk !* cried Cozro: © happy am I in being 
the choſen inſtrument of Nourjahad's bounty; and ft 
more happy ſhall he be in ſeeing the accompliſhment of 
his good deſi ns. We mult not ſtop here, {aid Nour - 
jahad; © I will have hoſpitals built 2 the reception of 
the aged and ſick; and my tables ſhall be ſpread for the 
—— of the weary traveller. No virtuous action 
ſhall paſs by me unrewarded ; and no breach of the laws 
of temperance, juſtice, or mercy, ſhall eſcape unreproved. 
My own example, fo far as it can influence, ſhall hence- 
forth countenance the one, and diſcourage the other." 

gleſſed be the purpoſe of thy heart, Bid Cozro, and 
proſperous be the days of thy life l' 

Nourjahad now found the anxiety under which be had 
but a little before laboured, exceedingly relieved. * My 
mind,” ſaid he, is much more at eaſe than it was: let us 
not delay to put our deſign in execution. I will lead you 
to the place where my treaſure is concealed, which I ne- 
ver yet diſcovered to any one.“ Saying this, he took 
Cozro by the hand, and conducted him to the cave. 

© Thou ſeeſt here, ſaid he, © riches which can never 
be exhauſted ; thou mayeſt perceive that I have not yet 
ſunk a third part of one of theſe urns which contain my 
wealth; yet have I with monſtrous profuſion laviſh:d a- 
way immenſe ſums. Five more ſuch urns as theſe are 


yet untouched. Thoſe fix which thou ſeeſt on the right 
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HISTORY OF NOURJAHAD. 83 
hand, contain wedges of the fineſt gold, which muſt be 
equal in value to the others. Theſe fix, which are rang- 
ed on the lett, are Sled with precious ſtones, wu e worth 
mult bainetimab! Ne: the wealth of Ormuz would net pur- 
chaſe a ſingle handful, Judge, t hen, my tr _ if Inced 
be ſparing in my liberality. Coro expreſſed his afto- 
niſhment at the fight of thele wonders. If thou would 
be adviſed by ine, ſaid he, thou wouldſt ſecretly re- 
move from Ormuz, and carry thy treatures with thee. 
Thou mayeſt depoſit part of them in each of the diffe- 
rent countries throu! gh which thou paſt in thy pr ogrets 
all over the earth. By this means thou mayeſt have it 
in thy power to diſtribute with more caſe thy bounty 
wherever thou goelt ; and be always provided with riches 
in what part ſocver of the world the u ſhalt chuſe for a 
time to take up thy reſidence. Thy long abcde in this 
city will draw obſcrvations on thee ſooner or later ; ard 
thy perſon” s not having undergone any change Sou 
length of time, wil! bring on thee the ſuſpicion — ; 
for tradition wili not fail to inſorm poſterity of thy ſtrange 
hiſtory.—“ You council well,” replied Nourjahad : as 
I am now at liberty, I will retire from Ormuz. You, 
my dear Cozro, ſhall accompany me; your prudent coun- 
ſel ſhall be my guide; and when I ſhall be d leprived of you 
by death, I wil ſtill endeavour to follow your wile pre- 
cepts. Come, continued he, © I am in haſte to 005 on 
my new courſe of liſe; let us both go into the city, and 
try to find out proper objects on which to exert our charity 0 
I ſhall pats without obſe rvation, and unknown, as few of 
my cotemporaries can now be living; and Iwill not leave 
the country which gave me birth, without firſt making it 
feel the effects ot that beneſicence which thou haſt awaken- 
ed in my heart. 
© Delerving of praiſe as thou art, ſaid Cozro, «thou, 
for the pꝛeſent, mult ſuppreſo thy ardour to do good; for 
though, by the death ot Schemzeddin, thou art no longer 
a priloner, thou art not , neverthelels, yet at liberty to leave 
thy houle.— Why not ?* anſwered Nourjahad: © Who is 
there now to prevent me? The young ſultan, replied 
Cozro, deeply afllified for the drath of his facher, and 
E 3 
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out of a pious regard for his memory, has given ſtri& 
commandment that all ſubjects ſhoul41 obſerve a folema 
mourning for him during the ſpace of twenty days; in 
which time all the ſhops and places of public reſort (ex. 
cept the mo{ques) are to be ſhut up, and no buſineſs of 
any kind traniatted ; nor are any perſons to be ſeen in the 
ſtreets, excepting thoſe who viſit the ſick, and the ſlaves 
who mult neceſſarily be employed to carry proviſions, on 
pain of the ſultan's heavy diſpleaſure. This edict was 

publiſhel yeſterday, and the people of Ormuz all love the 
memory of Schemzeddin, and the perſon of the preſent 
ſultan too well, not to pay an exact obedience to it." 

© If fo," ſaid Nourjahad, I will not by my example, 
encourage others to infringe their duty; yet, as the re- 
lieving of the poor is in itlelf meritorious, I would not 
wiſh to be avithheid ſrom doing it ſo long as twenty days. 
How many virtuous people may be, during that time, pin- 
ing for want! more eſpecially as this prohibition muſt cut 
off all intercourle between man and man, and deprive 
many poor wretches of the charitable ſuccour they might 
otherwile receive. I think therefore that thou, Cozro, in 
thy ſlave's habit, mayelt go forth unſuſpected; and by 
privately ſeeking out, and alleviating the miſeries of our 
fellow citizens, do an act of more real benefit than can re- 
ſult from the ſtricteſt conformity to this pageant of ſorrow, 
which many in their hearts, I am (ure, mult condemn.” 

Coxro approving of theſe ſentiments, readily agreed to 
the expedient; and, taking a large purſe of gold with 
uim to diltribute as occaſion might 2 ve, immediately ſet 
out, in order to execute his lord's commands. 

Nourjahad now entered on a total reformation in his way 
of living. He roſe at day-break, and ſpent the morning 
in ſtudy or meditation. Luxury and intemperance were 
baniſhed from his board; his table was ſpread with the 
plaineſt diſhes, and he wholly abſtained from excels in 
wine. His flumbers were ſweet, and he foun | himlc! 
more vigorous. * I will no more, ſaid he, * en(lave my 
ſelf to tue power of beauty. I have lived to ſee the decay 
of a whole ſeraglio of the faireſt faces in Perſia, and have 
ſighed for the ingratitude of the next generation that ſuc. 
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HISTORY OF NOURJAHAD. 55 
ceeded them. I will not then ſeek out for thoſe deſtroyers 
of my quiet, for whoſe death or infidelity I muſt for ever 
complain. Mandana was the only woman who ever really 
deſerved my love; could I recal her from the grave, and 
endue her with the ſame privilege of which I am myſelf 
—— I would confine myſelf to her arms alone; but, 
ince that is impoſſible, I will devote myſelf to the charms 
of virtue, which of all things ſhe moſt reſembled.” 
While Nourjahad was thus reſolving to correct the er- 
rors of his paſt life, his virtue was not merely in ſpecula- 
tion. He never laid him down to reſt without the ſatis- 
faction of having made ſome one the better for him. Cozro, 
who —— ſpent the day in inquiring out and reliev- 
ing the diſtreſſed, failed not to return every night to give 
an account of his charitable miſſion, and to infuſe into 
his maſter's boſom the (till now untelt) joy which ſprings. 
from righteous deeds. The heart of Nourjahad was ex- 
panded, and glowed with compaſſion for thoſe ſufferings 
which Cozro teelingly deſcribed as the lot of ſo many of 
his fellow-creatures. As charity and benevolence roſe in 
his breaſt, he tound his pride ſubſide. He was conſcious 
of his own unworthineſs. He kneeled, he prayed, he 
humbled himſelf before the Almighty, and returned thanks 
to God for enabling him to ſuccour the unfortunate. In 
this happy frame ot mind he continued for eighteen days 
there wanted but two more to the expiration of the mourn- 
ing for the ſultan, when Nourjahad was to be at full li- 
berty to purſue in his own perſon the dictates of his re- 
formed, and now truly generous and benevolent heart. 
He was ſitting alone in his apartment waiting the arrival 
of Cozro, in the pleaſing expectation of receiving (ome 
freſh opportunity of doing good. The hour of his uſual 
return was already paſt, and Nourjahad began to fear ſome 
accident had happened to him ; but he little knew that a 
black eloud hung over him, which was ready to pour 
down all its malignity on his own head. As he muſed on 
what might be the occaſion of Cozro's long ſtay, he heard 
a loud knocking at his door. It was immediately opened 
by one of his flaves; and a man, who by his habit he knew 
to be one of the cady's officers, rudely entered bis cham- 
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ber. How comes it,“ ſaid the ſtranger, © that thou haſt 
had the temerity, in contempt of our ſovereign lerd's com- 
man is, to employ thy emiſſary about the city at a time 
when thou kvoweſt that ſo ſtrict an injunction has been 
laid on all people to k rep within their houſes, none being 
rmitred to ſtir abroad but for the abſolute neceſſities of 
:fe, or in caſes of imminent danger?! Far be it from 
me, replied Nourjabhad, to diſobey our mighty ſultan's 
orders; but I underitood that ſlaves had permiſſion to go 
unqueſtionzd on their maſter's buſineſs.— And what bu- 
ſinels, anſwered the man, * can thy flave have from morn- 
ing to Night in ſo many different quarters of the city?“ 
Nourjahad, who did not care to be himſelf the trumpeter 
of his own good deeds, heſitated to give an anſwer. Ha, 
ha, cried the ſtranger, * I ſee plainly there is ſomething 
dangerous in thy myitery, and that the money which thy 
ſlave has heen diſtributing among ſuch a variety of people, 
is for a purpoſe very different from that which he pretends. 
A likely matter it is, indeed, that a private man ſhould 
beſto in charity ſuch ſums as Coꝛto acknowledges he has 
within theſe few days diſtributed !: Yet nothing is more 
certain, replicd Nourjahad, than that Cozro has ſpoke 
the trath.'—* We ſhall ſze that,* yeplied the officer, in a 
tone of inſolence; Coro is already in priſon, and 
my orders are to conduct thee to him.” Nourjahad, 
exceedingly troubled at hearing this, replied, he was rea- 
dy to go with h m; and the officer led him out of his houſe. 
It was now late at night; they paſſed along the ſtreets 
without meeting any one, and ſoon reached the place 
wherein Coro was confined, Tt was the priſon wherein 
ſach perſons were ſhut up as were accuſed of treaſon againſt 
the late. Here he found rhe unfortunate Cozro in a dun- 
geon. * Alas!” cried he, as ſoon as his maſter entered, 
* why do [I fee thee here ?*—* Say rather, my dear Cozro, 
replied Nourjahad, ©* what ſtrange fatality has brought thee 
to this diſmal place ?*—* I can give no other account," 
anſwered Coro, * but that in returning home this night 
vas ſeized on in the ſtrect by ſome of thoſe ſoldiers wha 
were employed to patrol about the city, to fee that the 
ſuitan's orders were punctually obſcrvel z and being quet- 
| 2 
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tioned concerning my buſineſs, I told them, that I had 
been relieving the wants of indigent people, and ſaving, 
even from periſhing, ſome poor wretches who had not 
wherewithal to buy food. 

That is an idle errand,” replicd one of them, © and 
might have been deterred till the term of mourning was 
expired: however, it you will give me a pirce of gold, I 
will let you paſs for this time; otherwiſe, both you and 
your employer may happen to repent of having tranſ- 
greſſed the ſultan's commands.“ I made no icruple,” 
purtued Cozro, * to take out my purſe, in which there 
were ten ſequins leſt. I gave one of them to the ſoldier, 
but the rapacicus wretches ſeeing I had more money, 
were not content with this, but inſiſted on my giving the 
whole among thlicin. I refuicd; ſome angry words en- 
ſued; one of the miſcreunts ſtruck me, and I returned the 
blow. Enraged at this, they hurried me before the cady, 
to whom they accuſed me of having diſobeyed the edict, 
and aſſaulted the fultan's officers in the diicharge of their 
duty. I was not heard in my defence, having four wits 
neſſes againſt me, but was immediately dragged to this 
horrid priſon; and the ſultan himſelf, they fay, is to 
take cognizance of my offence.'—* Oh, Heaven !* cried 
Nourjahad, to what miſchiefs does not the love of gold 
expole us | See, my friend, into what misfortunes thou 
art plunged bp the ſordid avarice of thoſe vile ſoldiers ! 
But why, why didſt thou heſitate to give up that paltry 
{um which thou had in thy purſe, to obtain thy liberty? 
. do not repent what I have done, anſwered Cozro 
* znd ſhall contentedly ſuffer the penalty I have incurred, 
ſince it was in ſo good a cauſe. Tf the ſultan is juſt,” 
replied Nourjahad, the puniſhment ought only to fall 
on me, who alone am guilty, ſince what thou didſt was 
by my command.” Here the officer who had conducted 
Nourjahad to priſon, and who was preſent at this diſ- 
courſe, interpoled, and addreſſing himſelf to Nourjahad 
FThou haſt not as yet been accuſed to the ſultan,” faid 
he; * and it is not too late to extricate even thy ſlave from 
this troubleſome affair z it is but making a handiome pre - 
lent to the cady, and I will undertake this matter will go 
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no tarther.— I am willing to do ſo, replied Nourja- 
had, eagerly; name your demand, and you ſhall have 
it, Provided I am allowed to go home to my own oute 
I will fetch the money; and it you are afraid of my el- 
caping, you yourſelf may bear me company,'—* I will 
not conſent to it, replied Cozro; neither liberty nor 
life are worth purchaſing on baſe conditions. I will fub- 
mit my cauſe to Schemerzad's juſtice, the cauſe of up- 
rightneſs and truth; my own innocence ſhall be my ſup- 
port; and I will dare the worſt that fraud and malice c2n 
luggeſt againſt me. In vain did Nourjahad urge him to 
accept the proffered terms ; he remained inflexible to ail 
the arguments he could uſe to perſuade him; wherefore, 
finding him determined, he was obliged to deſiſt, and 
Cozro, after paſſing the remainder of the night in quiet 
and profound fleep, though without any other bed than 
the bare earth, was at dawn of day called torth to ap- 
pear before the ſultan. 

The refletions Nourjahad made on the reſolute beha- 
viour of Cozro, ſerved not a little to fortify his mind. 
© How noble muſt this man's ſoul be, faid he, which 
ſets him thus above the reach of adverſity? and with 
what contempt he looks down on the glorious proſpects 
he has before him, when put in the balance of his integ- 
rity! Surely it is not in this lite he places his happineis, 
fince he is fo ready to forego the pleatures he might enjoy 
with me, in that participation of wealth and liberty which 
I have promiſed him. How ſuperior is my ſervant to me, 
who, but for his example, ſhould now ſink under my fears; 
but he has reſources which Fhave not. Alas! why did 
I barter my hopes of Paradiſe for the vain, the tranſitory, 
the failacious joys which this vile world beltows! Abad 
I have tried them; what do they inſpire but ſatiety and 
diſguſt? I never experienced true contentment, but dur- 
ing the time, ſhort as it is, fince I abjured thole follies 
in which I once delighted: and I am now perluaded that, 
after having paſſed a few, a very few years more, in the 
enjoyment of ſuch gratifications as I have not yet had an 
opportunity of taſting, that I ſhall grow even weary of 
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are told no ſorrows can approach.” Nourjahad was bu- 
rid in theſe reflections, when he was rouzed by the re- 
turn of Cozro. The glimmering light which a lamp af- 
forded, ſtruck full on the face of his friend, (tor he no 
longer conſidered him as a ſervant) and he rejoiced to ſee 
Cozro's cheartul countenance, by which he judged that 
he had nothing to fear. I am come,” ſaid Cozro, ap- 
proaching Nourjahad, and kifling his hand, to bid thee 
adieu, for from this day we are to be for ever divided! 
It is that thought only which makes our ſeparation griev- 
ons. Had I hopes ot ever beholding thy face in the man- 
fons of light, I ſhould go to death with the ſame alacrity 
with which I cloſe my eyes in ſlumber.—“ Good Hea- 
ven !* cried Novrjahad, * doft thou talk of death? Can 
it be, is it poſſible that thy life is in danger?“ What 
is the hte, about which thou art anxious ?* replied Cozro; 
our being here is but a ſhadow; that only is real 
exiſtence which the bleſſed enjoy after their ſhort travel 
here. And know, O Nourjahad, I would not yield up 
my expectations of the humblef place in paradite for the 
ſovereign rule of the whole earth, though my days were 
to be extended to the date of thy life, and every wiſh of 
my ſoul gratified to the utmoit. I hink, then, with how 
little reluRance I ſhall leave a world, wherein I am ture 
of meeting nothing but opprecſhon, treachery, and ditap- 
pointment; where mercy is conſtrued into treaſon. and 
charity is called ſedition! : And art thou then doomed 
todie?ꝰ ſaid Nourjahad, pale and trembling at the thought, 
though convinced it was a predicament in which he could 
never ſtand. I am,” anſwered Cozro; my offence was 
found capital. Diſobedience to the ſultan's edict alone, 
incurred a heavy puniſhment ; but my crime was, by the 
malice of my accuſers, ſo highly aggravated that the pe- 
nalty became death. They charged me with having diſ- 
tributed money for evil purpolcs, among perſons diſaf- 
fected to the ſtate, and with having beat and abuſed thoſe 
officers who firſt detected me. In vain did I offer all the 
pleas that truth could ſuggeſt; my enemies, exaſperated 
at loſing the tum which they hope: to have extorted from 

you, ſwore to the facts of which I was accuſed, and the 


60 HISTORY OF NOURJAHAD. 
rigid ſultan condemned me to death. What thy fate is 
to be, I know not; but ſince it is thy misfortune to be 
doomed to perpetual life, better purchaſe thy freedom on 
any terms, than be condemned to languiſh for years in a 
priſon, for ſuch probably will be thy lot.—“ O that L 
could die with thee !* faid Nourjahad, © miſerable that 
I am, thus to be deprived of thy counſel and friendſhip 
at a time when I ſo much ſtood in need of them. But 
wherefore, my friend, why ſhould we ſubmit to the ty- 
ranny of the * though thou art condemned, there 
may yet be found means to deliver thee, The keeper of 
the priſon will gladly ſet a price on thy liberty; a hun- 
dred thouſand pieces of gold ſhall be thy ranſom; and I 
ſhall think myſelf rich by the purchaſe !'—* And what is 
to become of thee ?* replied Cozro. Iwill buy my own 
freedom at the ſame rate, anſwered Nourjahad, and we 
will both fly from Ormuz together,'—* And leave your 
treaſures behind you ?* cried Cozro, for it will be im- 
poſſible to convey from hence ſuch a vaſt maſs of riches 
without diſcovery.'—* I value them no longer, (aid 
Nourjahad; * they can never yield me any permanent en- 
joyment. The ſaving thy life is the only good turn I 
now expect from them. That once accompliſhed, I ſhall 
deſire to retain no more of them than what will ſupport me 
above want, and I will leave the reſt to be for ever hid 
in the boſom of the earth, where they now lie, that they 
may never more become a ſnare to others as they have heen 
to me. Praiſed be our holy prophet," ſaid Cozro, 
© that has at length endued the heart of Nourjahad with 
wiſdom. Purſue the purpoſes of thy ſoul; effect thy own 
freedom as ſoon as poſſible, fince no comfort can viſit thee 
in the gloom of this frighttul priſon; but tempt not Cozro 
hack to a life which he deſpiſes. U tell thee again, there 
is nothing in this world to be put in competition with 
the glories I have in proſpect in that ſtate to which I am 
now haſtening. Why, then, Nourjahad, wouldſt thou 
retard my felicity, or wiſh me to hazard, for the ſake of 
deluſive pleaſures, thoſe tranicendant joys which await 
the virtuous ?* The energy with which Cozro delivered 
himlelf, pierced Nourjahad to the inmoſt foul, A. holy 
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wdour was kindled in his breaſt, which he had never felt 
before ; he tound his faculties enlarged, his mind was 
tranſported above this world ; he felt, as it were, unim- 
bodied, and an voluntary adjuration burſt from his lips. 
Oh, holy prophet,” ſaid he, take, take back the gitt 
that I in the ignorance and preſumption of my heart ſo 
vainly fought, and which too late, I find a puniſhment 
inſtead of a bleſſing! I contemn riches, and for ever cat 


them from me: ſuffer me then to yield up my life; for 


there ean he no true happineſs but in beholding thee, O 
Mahomet, face to face, in the never fading fields of pa- 
radiſe!' Say ing this, he proſtrated himielf on the ground 
and continued for ſome time in mental prayer. 

Cozro obſerved an awful filence while he continued in 
this poſture. When Nourjahad aroſe from the earth 
May our great prophet,” ſaid Cozro, hear vour pray- 
ers; and, were he even now to grant them, all the favours 
he has already beſtowed on you would be poor and con- 


temptible to this laſt beſt boon. Farewel,* faid he, I 


mutt now leave thee, I was only permitted to come and 
bid thee adieu. May the ſupreme grant thy petition, 
then ſhall we again meet in the manſions of happy ſpirits.” 
Nourjahad embraced kim, and Cozro withdrew. 

Being now left at liberty to his own thoughts, he made 
bitter reflections on the ſtrangeneſs of his fate. Fool, 
fool that I was, cried he, aloud, beating his breaſt, to 


prefer ſo raſh, ſo impious a petition to the prophet, as to 


defire the everlaſting laws of nature to be overturned, to 
gratify my mad luxurious wiſhes, I thought the life of 
man too ſhort for the enjoyment of thoſe various and un- 
bounded pleaſures which wealth could procure; but it is 
not long ſince I have found my error. Well did my 
guardian ſpirit ſay, I ſhould repent of the gift I had im- 
plored when it ſhould be too late. I do indeed repent ; 
but, O thou benign intelligence, if thou haft remaining 
any favour for thy inconſiderate unhappy charge, deſcend 
once more to my relief, and, if poſſible, reftore me to that 
ſtate for which I was deſigned by my Creator; a poor 
mortal, liable to, and now longing for the friendly ſtroke 
of death,“ He had ſcarce pronounced theſe words when 
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his priſon doors flew open; a reiulgent light ſlaſhed in, 
which illuminated the whole dungeon, and he beheld his 
guardian Genius ſtanding before him, exactly as he had 
appeared to him before. Thy prayers are heard,“ {aid 
he, O lon of trailty | and thy penitence is accepicd in 
the ſight of the Moſt High. 1 am jent down again by 
our prophet to re-aſſume that gitt which thou art now 
ſatisfied muſt make thee miſcrable-. Yet examine thy 
heart once more befere I pronounce thy irrevocable 
doom; ſay, art thou willing to become ſubject to the 
common lot of mortals ?' 

Moſt willing, replicd Nourjahad ; © yet I wonder not, 
my ſeraphic guide, that thou ſhouldit doubt the ſtabi- 
lity of my mind; but in this laſt purpoſe of it, I am 
ſure I ſhall remain unſhaken,'—* Ir to,” rephed the ſhin- 
ing viſion, thy guardian angel conhgns thee to the arms 
of deach, with much more joy than he conterred on thee 
riches and immortality. - I hou haſt nothing more to do, 
than to proitrate thyſelf with thy tace to the carth. Re- 
main this evening in fervent prayer, and await what 
ſhall betal thee to-morrow.” 

Nourjahad made no reply, but falling with his face to 
the ground, he ſoon found the dungeon reſtored to its for- 
mer gloom, the light and the guardian Spirit vaniſhing 
together in an inſtant. He continued in devout prayer till 
night, when the k-eper of the priton entered his dungeon 
to bring him ſome refreſhment. The tultan,” ſaid he, 


© purpoſes to examine you to-morrow, and much I fear 


you will have as rigo010us a {ſentence paſſed on you as that 
which has been already executed on Cozro.'—* Is he then 
dead ?* cried Nourjahad, mourntully. * He is,” replied 
the keeper; it is but an hour ſince I faw him deprived 
of breath; but he received the blow with ſuch an heroic 
firmnels, that thou wouldſt have thought he rather en- 
joyed a triumph than ſuffered an ignominious death,” 
Happy, happy Cozro l' cried Nourjahad ; © thou art 
now beyond the reach of misfortune ;z while I, perhaps, 
may be doomed to ſuſtain for years a wretched liſe.— 
© Thy life,” ſaid the keeper, may be nearer a period than 
thou art aware of. Ihe ſultan is covetous, and ſur- 
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rounded by needy tavourites, whom the report of your 
numen'e wealth has made eager for your deſtruction; for 
you camot be ignorant, that ſhould you die, involved as 
it is ſaid you are in Cozro's guilt, your treaſures would 
be conficated to the ſultan. From this circumſtance I 
have heard it whiſpered, your head is already devoted; 
and this, perhaps, is the true cauſe of Cozro's death, and 
will give the better colour to yours. It is not, however,” 
added. he, © even yet too late to prevent the danger; had 
not your ſlave been obſtinate, he might now have been 
alive, and out of the reach ot harm. You have the ſame 
means ot prelervation, in regard to your own _ {till 
in your power ; and if you will make it worth my while 
to run the riſque, I will this night {et you at liberty.“ 

And doſt thou think,” ſaid Nourjahad, * that I have 
profited io little by the example of my noble friend, as to 
accept of thy offen, ſordid and treacherous as thou art? 
If thou art bate enough to betray thy truſt for gold, know 
that the wind of Nourjahad is above receiving a favour 
from ſuch a wretch. As for my wealth, let the ſultan 
take it; my only with is to part with that and my life 
allo,'—* That wiſh may [peedily be accompliſhed,” faid 
the keeper, in an angry tone; and to-morrow, perhaps, 
you may repen. of your tolly, when you find yourſeli con- 
demned to follow your noble triend to the other world.” 
Nourjahad made no reply, and the Keeper ſuddenly de- 
parted. iNourjahad ſpent the night in prayers and me- 
ditation ; he found peace and tranquillity reſtored to his 
breaſt ; and, perfectly reſigned to the will of the prophet, 
he waired the event of the next day with the utmoſt com- 
polure. In the morning the keeper of the priſon enter- 
ed to him. Follow me," {aid he; © thou art going to 
appear before the ſultan, who is himſelf to be thy judge." 

He was now carried out of the Cungeon, and ordered 
to aſcend a chariot, in which the captain of the ſulran”s 
guards was already placed, to receive his priſoner. Ihe 
chariot was ſurrounded by ſoldiers; and in this manner 
he was con ludted to the preſence o the ſultan. Sche- 
merzad was teated on a throne, in the hall of his palace, 


wherein he was uſed to diſtribute juſtice, The emirs, 
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and great officers of his court were ſtanding round him, 
Nourjahad ſtood before him wich his eyes bent to the 
ground; and, however awed he might be at the preſence 
of his royal maſter, and the auguſt aſſembly which ſur- 
rounded him, yet the dignity of conſcious innocence, and 
the perfect reliance he had on the Supreme Judge of his 
judge, rendered him ſuperior to every thing. His de- 
portment was modeſt and reſpectful, yet did be diſcover 
no ſymptom of fear. The tultan made a ſign for every 
one to withdraw, but one perſon who ſtood on the lower 
tep of his throne, and whom Nourjahad judged to be his 
prime viſier. What haſt thou to ſay, prelumptuous 
man,* ſaid Schemerzad, in a ſtern voice; what excuſe 
cant thou offer for daring, in contempt of my edict, wo 
employ thy agent, during the time 1et apart tor moum- 
ing, in going about the city from day to day; oſtenta- 
tiouſly ditplaying thy ill- timed liberality among my ſub- 
jects ; endeavouring, as I am informed, to conciliate their 
affections for purpoſes dangerous to me, and the ſafety 
of my crown? What haſt thou to offer in anſwer to this 
charge ?* Nourjahad proftrated himlelt to the ground, 
Mighty ſultan,” ſaid he, © I have nothing to offer in ex- 
tenuacion of my fault, with regard to the irit part of the 
charge. I acknowledge that ] diſtributed money among 
your majeſty's ſubjects, and that at a time too when every 
act but thoſe of abſolute neceſſity was interditied, I ot- 
ter not to palliate this breach ot my duty.” 

* Audacious wretch,* interrupted the ſultan, to what 
end was thy profuſion employed ?*—* To obtain a bleſ- 
ſing from heaven, anſwered Nourjahad ; © and by reliev- 
ing the wants and afflictions of others, to make ſome 
atonement for my own riotous and intemperate abuſe of 
that wealth which ought to have been employed to het- 
ter purpoſes.'—* Wouldſt thou perſuade me, then, cried 
Schemerzad, that charity was thy motive !'—* It was, 
illuſtrious ſultan,” replied Nourjahad : © I have ſpoken the 
truth; and, to convince your majeſty that I have no ſini- 
ſer deſigns againſt the ever ſacred perſon of my ſovereign, 
Iwill now voluntarily yield up that treaſure to thee, which, 
had I been vile enough to have ſo employed, would have 
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| bought the fidelity of more than half thy ſubjects, though 


every man of them had ftoud near the heart and throne 
of Schemerzad.*--* Do, then, as thou haſt ſpoken, ſaid he, 
©and I will believe thee.—“ If your majeſty will permit 
me, {aid Nourjahad, to go to my houſe, and will tend a 
proper perion with me, I will deliver up into his hands all 
my weal h, requeiting no more than will ſupply my wants 
ſo long as heaven permits me to live.*—* I will not truſt 
thee out of my ſight,“ ſaid Schemerzad; © thou mayelt 
as well inftruct tome one in my preſence where to find 
the riches ot which I hear thou art poſſeſſed, ard I will 
{end for chem.“ Nourjahad then informed the fultan ot 
the ſjubterran-ous cave in his garden; aud delivering him 
the key, told him he would there find all the wealth of 
which he was maſter. Schemerzad immediately diſpa:ch- 
ed his viſier, ordering him to have the riches he theutd 
find immediately conveyed to his ticaſury. He then com- 
manded Nourjahad to retire into a {aloon, that was le- 
parated from the hall only by a curtain, and there wait 
the return of the viſier; beſore whom the ſultan laid he 
had lome tarther queſtions to put to him. 

As the gardens. of Nourjahad joined to thoſe be- 
longing to the royal palace, the viter was net long 
in going and returning. Nourjahad heard him talk 
to Schemerzad, and itraight he was called on ts come 
torth, and ſtand belore the ſul an: but Schemerzad now 
accoſted him in a voice like thunder. Perfidious and 
inſolent ſtave, faid he, © art thou not viraid of inſtant 
death talling on thee, for daring thus to tallity betore thy 
ſovereigu lord and maſter? Say, before thou art cur off 
by torture from the face of the carth, where thou hait 
concealed thy wealth; for well thou knowelt, there is ge- 
thing contained in that cave which thou pretendedeſt 
with ſo much care to lock up,'—* Nothing !* replied 
Nourjahad, in amazement. * By the head ot our prophet, 
when I was laſt there it contained more than would pur- 
chaſe thy whole empire a thouſand times over. It was 
but the very day on which I was dragged to priſon, that 
I faw it; the key has never ſince been out of my pocket; 
who then could poſlibly have conveyed away my tea. 
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fure ?* As Nourjahad applied himſelf to the viſier while 
he ſpoke, that miniſter, thinking himſelf reflected on by 
his words, replied ſcornfully—* Thou thinkeſt perhaps 
it is TI who have robbed thee, and that I have framed this 
ſtory to deceive the ſultan, and ruin thee.—“ I do not 
ſay ſo, anſwered Nourjahad ; „but this I am ſure of, 
that no human being but myſelf knew where to find my 
treaſure.*—* Some dzmon, perhaps,” replied the viſier, 
with an air of contempt, © has removed it thence.” 

Nourjahad now recolle&ing ſuddenly, that his guar- 
dian Spirit had probably reclaimed this, as well as th: 
other gift, replied coolly—* It is not at ali unlikely ; a 
certain Genius, who watches over my motions, has un- 
doubtedly carried away my wealth. — Do not think,” 
ſaid the ſultan, that affecting to be out of thy ſenſes 
ſhall preſerve thee from my wrath.'—* Your majeſty,” 
ſaid the viſier, * had beſt order that his head be inſtantly 
ſtruck off, tor daring to impoſe on your credulity, and 
abuſe your clemency in ſuffering him to out- live that ſlave 
who obſtinately perſiſted in retuſing to diſcover his maſ- 
ter's riches.— Did Cozro do ſo?” cried Nourjahad. 
© He did, anſwered the viſier ; © but we will fee whether 
thou wilt perſevere in the denial, and to the lateſt mi- 
nute of thy life preſerve the firmneſs of thy ſlave.” 

* My lord,* faid Nourjahad, throwing himſelf at 
Schemerzad's feet, I have no other plea to offer tor my 
life; I call heaven to witneſs I have ſpoken nothing but 
the truth; the ſevereſt tortures you can inflict on me will 
extort no more. I was willing to make a voluntary {a 
crificeof my riches : I am now as ready to yield my life.” 

Art thou not then afraid to dic ?* ſaid Schemerzad. 

No, mighty ſultan,* anſwered Nourjahad ; © I look 
upon death, to a virtuous man, as the greateſt good the 
Almighty can beſtow !* The ſultan, inftead of making 
any reply, clapped his hands ; and Nourjahad ſuppoſing 
it was a . to have him ſeized and carried to exccu- 
tion, roſe up, and ſtood with an intrepidity in his looks 
that ſhewed how little he was affected with the near proſ- 
pect of death. But inſtead of the ſlaves whom he expect- 
ed to ſee coming to lay hold on him, he beheld, ſtanding 
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cloſe to the throne of Schemerzad, his guardian Genius, 
juſt in the ſame celeſtial form in which he had twice be- 
fore appeared to him! Awed and amazed, Nourjahad 
ſtarted back, and gazed at the heavenly viſion. Not dar- 
ing to truſt his ſenſes, he remained mute and motionleſs 
tor ſore minutes; but he was rouſed from his deep at- 
tention by a loud burit of laughter, which broke at once 
from the ſultan, the viſier, and the guardian Genius. 

This new and extraordinary incident threw Nourja- 
had into freſh aſtoniſhment ; when, without giving him 
time to recover himſelf, the angelic youth, ſnatened irom 
his head a circlet of flowers intermixed with precious 
ſtones, which encompaſſed his brows, and ſhaded a great 
part of his forehead ; and at the fame time throwing off 
a head of artificial hair which flowe:l in golden ringlets 
down his ſhoulders ; a fine fall of brown hair, which was 
concealed under it, ſicceeded, dropping in light curls on 
his neck and bluſhing cheeks ; and Nourjahad, in the 

erſon of his feraphic Guide, diſcovered his beloved and 
— Mandana! Whatever tranſports the ſight of 
her would at another time have inſpired in the breaſt of 
Nourjahad, his faculties were now too much abſorbed in 
wonder to leavq room for any other paſſion. Wherefore, 
not daring to approach her, the ſultan, willing to put an 
end to his ſuſpence, cried out Look up, Nourjahad, 
raiſe thy eyes to thy maſter's face, no longer the angry 
Schemerzad, thy offended prince, but the real Schem- 
zeddin, thy friend and kind protector.“ Nourjahad, who 
before, out of reſpect and awful diftance, had not ven- 
tured to look in the ſultan's face, now fixed his eyes ear- 
neſtly upon him. By the life of Schemerzad, lad he. 
6 it ] were not certain that all this is illunon, and that 
thy illuſtrious father, my royal and once beloved matter, 
is dead, thou art-ſo very like him, that I ſhould fear 
that thou wert the real ſultan Schemzeddin himtelf; 
ſuch, at thy years, was his countenance and features. 

The ſultan at this burſt into a ſecond fit of laughter 
And for whom,” {uid the vifier, who had by this tim 
taken of his turhan, and a f lie beard which he wore,, 
6 far whom wouldit thou take me 7” 
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© By Mahomet.“ cried Nourjahad, falling back a ſte 
or two, I ſhould take thre for my old friend Haſem, 
if I were not convinced that the good man died above 
twenty years ago,'—" It is time, ſaid the ſultan, de- 
ſcending from the throne, am! taking Nourjahad by the 
hand, it is now time to undeceive thee, and explain to 
thee the myſtery ot all thoſe extraordinary events which 
ſcemed to have bewildeted thy fentes.—* Know, then, 
Nourjahad, that tae adventure of thy guardian Genius 
was all a deception, and a piece ot machinery of my 
contrivance. You are now convinced, by the evidence 
of your own eyes, that your celeſtial intelligence was 
no other than this young damſel.—“ I had a mind to 
make trial of thy heart; and, tor this purpoſe, made 
choice cf this charming virgin, for whom I own I had 
entertained a paſſion, but tound I could not gain her affec- 
tions, owing tothe tenderneſs ſhe had conceived for you. 
Though ſhe was my ſlave, I would not put a conſtraint 
upon her inc hnations; but told her, if ſhe would aſſiſt 
me ſaithfuliy in a dengn i had formed, I would reward 
hei by beſtowing her on you, —* She readily aſſented to 
my propolal; and, having previouſly prepared every 

thing for my purpoſe, I equipped her as you fee. 

© It was not difficult tor me to introduce her into 
your chamber, by à private door, which you know com- 
municates betwecl: your apartments and certain lodg- 
ings in my palace.— I myſelf Rood at the door, while 
ſhecntered as you ſlept, and contrived to throw that light 
into yeur chamber which diſctoled to you the wonder- 
ful viſion. I overbcard all your diicourſe, and could 
ſcarce contain my laughter, when you ſo greedily re- 
ccived that marvelious tunce from Mandana, which 
you ſuppoſed would counter immortality; but which was 
in reality nothing more than a ſoporific drug, of ſo 
potent a nature, that the fumes of it alone were capa- 
ble of throwing the'perſon who ſmelt to them into a pro- 
tound fleep. It had quickly this effect on you; and I 
took that opportunity of conveying into your chamber 
thoſe coffers which you thought contained ſuch immenſe 
trcaliires, but which, in truth, were as great counterteits, 
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as your guardian angel. The ſuppoſed precious ſtones 
were nothing more than falſe gems, which I procured 
from a ſkiltul lapidary, who had given them ſuch an 
extraordinary poliih and luſtre, that they might well paſs 
for jewels ot ineſtimable value, on one better ſkilled in 
thole matters than you were.—* The ingots of gold 
were all bale metal, which I got from the ſame artiit, 
Nothing, in ſhort, was real, but the money, part of which 
| was very willing to lacrifice tomy experiment; though, 
as | have managed it, the largeſt ſums which thou in 
thy extravagance haſt expended, were returned into my 
cotfers. As I naturally ſuppoſed, that ſo long as the 
money laſted you would not have recourſe to the other 
trealures, I was not afraid of having the fraud detected. 
Ine cave, which was an accidental circumſtance, but 
of which I had long known, was by my contrivance 
made the repoſitory of thy riches.— When thou wert 
ſettled in the full poſſeſſion of thy imaginary felicity, 
thou mayeit remember tnat Haſem was firſt recommend- 
ed to thy ſex ice; Mandana too was, among other ſlaves, 
preſented to thy view. No wonder that her charms 
captivated thy heart. Her love to thee was as pure as 
it was tervent : but thy boundleſs wiſhes were not to be 
reſtrained ; and, forgetting all the rational principles 
that thou didſt at ſirit lay down to regulate thy conduct, 
thou gaveſt thyſelf up to all manner of vile exceſſes, and 
didſt ſhew the depravity of the human heart when un- 
reſtrained by divine laws. — It was now time, Ithought, 
to puniſh thee, and to ſhew thee the vanity of all earth- 
ly enjoyments. By opiates infuſed into thy wine that 
night on which thou didit debaſe thyſelf by drunken- 
nels, I threw thee into a ſound ſleep ; and though it laſt. 
ed not much longer than the uſual term of ordinary re- 
pole, it yet gave me an opportunity of making ſuch far- 
ther diſpoſitions as I thought neceflary for the carrying 
on of my deſign.—* 1 laid hold of this juncture to 
withdraw Mandana from thy arms, promiſing, however, 
to reſtore her to thee if I found thee ever worthy of her. 

I believe it is needleis to inform you, that the con- 


fmement I laid you under was tor no other end chan to 
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cut off all intercourſe between you and any others than 
thote of your own houſhold, every one of whom were 
ot my placing about you, even to the ladies of your 
ſcraglio, who were no others than the prettieſt ſlaves I 
could find among thole who attended on my own women. 
* Every ont entruſted with my lecret was tied down 
by the moſt folemn oaths to keep it inviolably; and 
this, with a promile of reward, ſerved, as the event has 
ſhewn, to lecure their fidelity.—* There was not an ac- 
tion of thy lie but I was made acquainted with; and 
while thou didſt triumph in the joys of my ſucceſsful 
illuſion, I fumetimes piticd thy weaknels, and ſometimes 

laughed at thy extravagance, 
© That magnificent palace of which thou thoughteſt 
thyſelf maſter, was one which I had borrowed tor the 
2 from an emir who was in my ſecret, and who was 
imſeif often preſent in diſguiſe among your ſlaves, a wit- 
nels to your extravigancics. I will not increate thy con- 
fuſion by reminding thee of the inordinate exceiles thou 
wert guilty of in thy retirement. Thou canit not have 
forgot the project of creating for thyſelf an earthly pa- 
radiſe. This was the ſecond crifis-I laid hold on to pu- 
niſh thee; and by tearing thee from thy impious pleaſures, 
to remind thee that crimes cannot be committed with im- 
punity. A ſecond ſleep, procured as the former was, 
but of ſomewhat a longer duration, gave me full oppor- 
tunity to make a total change in the face of thy affairs. 
Hatem (whom thou didit ſuppoſe to be dead) remained 
ſill tecretly concealed in thy. houſe, to be as it were the 
grand ipri2g to move all the reſt of thy domeſtics. The 
hags whom thou had!t imnpoſed upan thee for the decayed 
beauties of thy ſcraglio, were really a ſet of notable old 
dames, whom he had tutorcd for the purpoſe: thy for- 
mer miſtreſſ's, who were inſignificant {laves, were difmil- 
ſed. She who perlonated the feigned Cadiga, acted her 


part to admiration ; and, with the artſul cantrivance of 


having a roſe- bud painted on her breaſt, a mark which 
your young favourite really bore from nature, ſhe had cun- 
ning and addreſs enough to impoſe herſelf on you for the 
very Cadiga whom you formerly loved, I believe pro- 
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ceeded the ſultan, * you are by this time convinced, that 
there was nothing ſupernatural in the ſeveral events of 
your life, and that you were in reality nothing more than 
the dupe of your own fol;y and avarice. I hou mayeſt 
remember, after this period, that, ſated with volup:uout- 
neſs, thy licentious heart began to grow hardened ; aud 
from rioting without control in pleaſures, which, howe- 
ver criminal in themſelves, carry at leaſt with thera the 

xcuſt of temptation, thou vantonly did{t ſtir up and in- 
dulge the latent cruelty of thy nature. Thy ungoverned 
paſſions led thee to an act of blood? thou piercedſt with 
thy poniard the honeſt creature who remonttrated to thee 
on thy evil works ; but heaven did not, however permit 
thee to deprive her of like. * See Nourjabad, ol what the 
heart of man is capable, when he ſhuts his eyes againſt 
the precepts of our holy prophet. Thou ſtoodit as it were 
alone in the creation ; and, {elf-dependent for thy own hap- 
pineſs or miſery, thou lookedſt not for rewards or puniſh- 
ments in that inviſible world, from which thou thoughteſt 
thyſelf by thy own voluntary act excluded. This laſt 
barbarous deed, however, called aloud for chaſtiſement; 
and thou watt for the third time deceived with a belief 
that thou hadſ ſlept a number of years, in which many 
mortifying revolutions had happened in thy family. I 
was now reſolved to be mylelf aa eye-witnels ot thy be- 
haviour, and to try if chere was any ipark of virtue remain- 
ing in thy foul which could poſſibly be rekindled. I dit- 
guiſed myſelf in the habit of a ſlave; and having altered 
my face, and my voice. I preſented mylicit to thee under 
the name of Cozro. Thou knowet what pafled between 
us on thy firſt awaking from thy compelled ſlumbers, and 
that I heard and ſaw with what indifference thou recetv- 
deſt the news of my ſuppoſed death. But I will not ap- 
proach thee with ingratitude ; let the memory of that be 
buried with the reſt of thy errors. 

] had ſoon the ſatĩs faction to find that thou waſt as it 
were a new man, The natural goodnets of thy difpot:- 
tion, thy reaſon, thy experience of the deceittulnels of 
worldly enjoy ments, joined to the remorſe which thou 
couldſt not help feeling for a ſeries ot vice and tolly, a 
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length rouzed thee to a juſt ſenſe of what thou owedſt to 
the dignity of thy own nature, and to the duties incum- 
bent on thee towards the reſt of thy fellow-crcatures. 

© I now diſcovered, with joy, that thou hadſt intirely 
diveſted thyſelf of that inſatiable love of pleaſure to which 
thou hadſt before addicted thyſelf, and that thou no longer 
didſt regard wealth, but as it enabled thee to do good. 
There was but one trial more remained. If, taid J. 
c his repentance be ſincere, and he has *hat heroiſin of 
mind which is inſeparable from the truly virtuous, he 
will not ſhrink at death ; ,but, on the contrary, will look 
upon it as the only means by which he can obtain thoſe 
refined enjoyments ſuited to the divine part of his nature, 
and which are as much ſuperior in their eſſence, as they 
are in their duration, to all the pleaſures of ſenſe. 

I made the trial. — The glorious victory, O Noutja- 
had, is thine! By thy contempt of riches, thou haſt 
proved how well thou deſervedſt them; and thy readineſs 
to die, ſhews, how fit thou art to live. In the ſpace of 
- fourteen moons, (for it is no longer ſince I firſt impoſed 
on thy credulity the belief of thy miraculous'ſtate) thou 
haſt had the experience of four times ſo many years. Such 
aſſuredly would be the viciſſitudes of thy lite, hadſt thou 
in reality poſſeſſed what thou didſt in imagination. Let. 
this dream of exiſtence, then, be a leſſon to thee for the 
Future, never to ſuppoſeè that riches can enſure happineſs ; 
that the gratification of our paſſions can ſatisty the hu- 
man heart; or that the immorta] part of our nature will 
ſuffer us to taſte unmixed telicity, in a world which was 
never meant tor our final place of abode, Take thy ami- 
able Mandana to thee for a wife, and receive the fixed 
confidence and love of Schemzeddin.“ 

The hiſtory ſays, that Nourjahad was from that mi-+ 
nute raiſed to be the firſt man in power next to the ſul- 
tan; that his wiſdom and virtue proved an ornament and 
ſupport to the throne of dyang the courſe of a 
long and proſperous lif&# his name was famous 
throughout the Eaſley | 


